CNHSS Bulletin
Issues 162 & 163, September 2018
FOUNDED 1870

Bulletin of the
Croydon Natural History & Scientific Society

For a full programme of walks and talks
visit our website on

www.cnhss.co.uk
ISSN 0309-6149
Croydon Natural History and Scientific Society Limited
A company limited by guarantee registered in London No. 922278
Registered Office: 96a Brighton Road, South Croydon, CR2 6AD
Registered charity No. 260739
– For ways of contacting the Society online see box on back cover –

2
In this issue

page

Editorial: Ian Payne --------------------------------------------------------------------2
Seretse and Ruth Khama: Brian Lancaster --------------------------------------3
Ronald Cox: A Eulogy: David Cox -------------------------------------------------6
Dry Storage Space appeal --------------------------------------------------------- 10
Croydon News from 1718: Brian Lancaster ----------------------------------- 11
Croydon News & More News from 1818: Brian Lancaster ----------------- 20
Winchester comes to South Norwood
commemorating the diver, William Walker: John I Hickman ------------ 22
Book Reviews: Brian Lancaster, Paul W Sowan ----------------------------- 25
Obituaries: Paul W Sowan --------------------------------------------------------- 28
Alfred Russel Wallace and the
John Hampden flat earth wager of 1870: John I Hickman --------------- 31
CNHSS Data Privacy Statement under GDPR ------------------------------- 37
Then and Now: Central Croydon: Carole Roberts --------------------------- 38
Then and Now: South Norwood: John I Hickman ---------------------------- 40
Ragwort – a Valuable Plant for Wildlife: Jovita Kaunang ------------------- 42
Articles by Paul W Sowan
See supplementary contents ---------------------------------------------------- 46

Editorial
Welcome to this double issue of our Bulletin with apologies that we were
unable to publish a standard issue alongside the Directors’ Report in March.
We hope you agree that the coloured cover enhances the attractiveness.
We welcome submission of articles from members.
bulletin@cnhss.co.uk
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Seretse and Ruth Khama
Seretse Khama’s courtship
of and marriage to Ruth
Williams is the subject of the
newly released film ‘United
Kingdom’ which is based on
the book Colour Bar by
Susan Williams, not so far
1
as I know related to Ruth.
They met in 1947 when
Seretse was studying in
England.
He was no
ordinary student but the
Seretse Khama and his wife Ruth in London in 1964
tribal chief-designate of a
www.dailytelegraph.com.au 16 Dec. 2016
large part of Bechuanaland, a British protectorate, now the independent
Botswana. Their marriage that year divided both their families and
threatened to rupture the relationship between the United Kingdom and the
Union of South Africa when the couple returned to Bechuanaland for
Seretse to become the tribal chief. Then South Africa, which adjoined
Bechuanaland, was a member of the Commonwealth. The Nationalist
Party had formed the government in 1946 and was tightening up the laws
restricting the rights of black South Africans. Intermarriage was forbidden
and punished. The Labour government did not initially oppose the
marriage until the National Party exerted its influence to prevent Seretse
becoming chief and living with Ruth in Bechuanaland. Successive
government, Conservative as well as Labour, denied that South Africa had
exerted any such influence. The Labour government was prepared to
accede to South Africa’s wishes rather than to risk it leaving the
Commonwealth, declaring itself a republic, annexing Bechuanaland and
depriving Britain of essential minerals. Consequently the decision was
made to banish the Khamas for five years, later permanently. They were
exiled in 1950. The Labour M.P., Fenner Brockway, wrote ‘I have rarely
been more angry than when I heard the Minister (Gordon Walker)
announce that he had deposed Seretse from his chieftainship and exiled
him from his country for five years. It was beyond my belief that such a
thing could happen under a Labour Government, and I caused a scene [in
2
the House of Commons] by my hot words’. He and Anthony Wedgwood
Benn were among the Khamas principal supporters. They became guests
of the British government and lived for six years in England before a
change in British foreign policy allowed them to return in 1956 providing
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that Seretse renounced becoming chief. Eventually he became the first
president of independent Botswana. The change in policy was brought about
by the universal realisation that the Union of South Africa was essentially a
police state enforcing an ever more vicious apartheid system. Moreover, it
was incompatible with other African countries being given independence.
In August 1950 Seretse and Ruth returned to England with their daughter
Jacqueline to live there during their banishment, first in a hotel as the
government’s guest for six months, then in London flats before moving to a
house in Chipstead; and, finally, to another house, in Croydon, at the end
of 1953 where they lived until October 1956. As films based on historical
events need to create a coherent narrative, so ‘United Kingdom’ barely
touches upon the length of time in exile, let alone upon where the Khamas
lived. Susan William’s book does devote considerable space to the period
of exile, including the time spent in Croydon, more specifically,
3
Addiscombe. She does not mention exactly where but the electoral
registers for the Shirley Ward give the address as 7 Mapledale Avenue, a
short distance from the Sandilands tramstop, and only a short walk away
from Lloyd Park. Her principal source of information was Tony Benn, in
4
person and from his published diaries. Her quotations come from the
diaries but also one from an interview conducted by a reporter from the
5
Evening Standard. Unfortunately, the Khamas did not register themselves
as voters for the electoral rolls which include Chipstead.
Benn’s diaries first mention Seretse on 15 February 1958, the first time
Benn states that he had seen him for eighteen months. That fits in neatly
with the entry for Tuesday 23 July 1957 when Melissa was christened and
– here the source is Susan Williams – was her godfather. Williams also
gives the information that when Ruth had twins in 1958, Tshekedi Stanford
and Anthony Paul, the latter was named after Benn. Ian Khama, more fully
Seretse Khama Ian Khama, was born in February 1953 in Chertsey,
presumably at St Peter’s hospital while the Khamas were living in
Chipstead. The friendship between the Benns and Khamas was close
having begun as early as December 1951 when Benn, with Seretse in the
public gallery of the House of Commons, attacked the government’s
decision to exile the Khamas.
They were evidently satisfied with where they lived in Addiscombe. Benn,
meeting them in London many years after the Khamas had returned to
6
Bechuanaland, recounts that they had been happy in Croydon. Brockway
had the same impression. They used to go to the pub and drink and
dance. Susan Williams quotes Today for 12 March 1960 in which it was
reported that, when they went to the market, people were pleased to see
them and chatted with them. However, Seretse, despite entertaining many
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visitors, was often bored. Every day both he and Ruth spoke of going
home. In fact, they seldom went out drinking and dancing or going to the
theatre, not surprising when there were two young children in the house.
Both children attended local schools, driven there by neighbours, as there
was no colour prejudice among them.
Jackie attended school in
Addiscombe and had a weekly riding lesson. The journalist, Ann Sharpley,
on her visit to the house in Mapledale, saw her return from her lesson
wearing jodhpurs and jumping spectacularly into her father’s lap. This was
in October 1955 when the son, Seretse but called Ian or ‘Bruvver’, was two
and a half. He ran around the room with Ann’s handbag.
The black-beamed lounge in this 1930s house was comfortably furnished:
the newish middle class furniture, thick carpet, television and radiogram
were offset by the walls being covered with leopard skins. There appears
to have been no telephone. The house did not belong to them. It appears
to have been owned by William Frederick Judd as Wm F. Judd’s name
appears in the directories for Croydon for this address. The Khamas were
comfortably off as the government paid them £1,100 a year while they were
in exile, and to this was added the income from Seretse’s sales of cattle
from his own land in Bechuanaland. Moreover, they could afford to keep
nine servants, reduced from twelve as some did no work. How they fitted
into a five bedroom house, if indeed they lived in, is difficult to imagine.
Ruth did cook as Seretse liked chicken curries, her speciality, and steaks.
Some of her time was spent learning the ‘terribly difficult’ Bechuana,
Seretse’s mother tongue. His appetite was evidently good as he had, Ann
Sharply noted, a paunch. His life in Croydon was, after all, sedentary, far
different from being for ever busy in Bechuanaland. Much as the Khamas
liked living in Addiscombe, both husband and wife wished to return, he to
his own country, her to its people who had taken her to their hearts.
Brian Lancaster
Notes
1. Susan Williams, Colour Bar, the Triumph of Seretse Khama and his Nation,
Penguin Books, 2007, originally published by Allen Lane in 2006
2. Fenner Brockway, Towards Tomorrow: the Autobiography of Fenner
Brockway, Hart Davis, MacGibbon, 1977, p161-2
3. Williams, pp254-8
4. See principally Tony Benn, Years of Hope, Diaries, Letters and Papers 19401962, edited by Ruth Winstone, Hutchinson, 1994
5. Evening Standard, Monday 31 October 1955
6. Tony Benn, A Conflict of Interest, Diaries 1977-80, edited by Ruth Winstone,
Hutchinson, 24 July 1977, p201
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Ronald Cox [1924 – 2018], A Eulogy
It is hard to do justice to a
life of 93 years, but my
father’s life was exceptionally
full by any standards, and
encompassed a period of
great change.
Ron was
born in June 1924, spending
his childhood years in West
Wickham, initially in a house
without electricity.
Ron’s father was away at
sea in the Royal Navy for
long periods of time, once
for three years, but Ron had
a supportive mother, and a
kindly aunt and uncle just
1
around the corner .
A formative experience was sitting in his Uncle’s shoe shop listening to the
old men of the village complaining about how their quiet rural world was
being turned upside down by suburban development. This stimulated a
life-long interest in history, and led to perhaps Ron’s most well-known
2
lecture: Arcadia Overwhelmed .
Having passed over more than one girlfriend on account of poor spelling,
Ron while walking with friend Len Kite noticed a pretty girl with a lovely
smile, at the 1940 West Wickham Fair. The girl was Audrey, and they went
on to have 63 happy married years together.
Dad went to Beckenham grammar school where he was taught by two
inspirational young teachers who subsequently went to France to blow up
military and industrial installations in support of the Resistance. He
developed a love of cricket, music, and Chaucer, reciting the prologue to
the Canterbury Tales in the original, later in life.
Ron’s education was interrupted by call-up into the Army in 1942. He and
his ‘little blonde’ then wrote to each other prodigiously. Nearly 700 letters
in the first 800 days. No wonder the War took so long to win.
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nd

My father was posted to the 2 Fife & Forfar Yeomanry, as a tank radio
operator and gunner. Dad served in Normandy for just over a month
before becoming wounded. His physical injuries were not serious, but
concussion led to loss of memory. As part of his treatment, he was told to
write down whatever he could recall of his time in France. This was a gift
for a budding historian. Fortunately, his memory did gradually return.
It was a pleasant surprise and great honour for us that last year my father
was awarded Chevalier membership of the Légion d’Honneur by President
3
Macron for his actions in liberating France . His beret, regimental badge,
and medal are on the coffin before us.
My father’s war experiences had a lasting impact, opening his eyes to the
lives of people from many different backgrounds, and stimulating his strong
sense of social justice. As a young child, I remember the tense
atmosphere the day after the News Chronicle was sold in October 1960,
and the newsagent thought fit to deliver the Daily Mail instead.
After Ron was released from the Army, he trained as a teacher, working
first at Lanfranc Secondary Modern, and then later at Ashburton School.
Ron has been described as “one of the good guys”. He certainly seemed
able to engage the pupils’ interest, while astutely handling troublemakers.
Teachers’ salaries were no more generous then than now, and my father
had a parallel career of lecturing in local history, both running Workers’
Educational Association courses until 1971, and later on giving lectures to
Women’s Institutes, Townswomen’s Guilds, PROBUS and Rotary Clubs,
amongst others. His last lecture was in 2016 to the Croydon Natural
History & Scientific Society, on how the study of local history had changed
in his lifetime.
He clocked up nearly 2000 lectures over the years, holding the interest of
his audience through oratory and wit. He had 75 lectures in his repertoire
at one time. One of his oddest titles was Three Black Rats, a Cuddly
Cheetah and Several Persons of Distinction.
He also wrote a number of books, one of which was about Captain Shaw,
the First Chief of the London Fire Brigade.
One motive for augmenting his teacher’s income was to fund a biennial
continental family holiday, the first in 1959 at a time when such holidays
were unusual. I remember how my father would perk up as he drove over
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the last watershed before the Mediterranean Sea, as the scent of the South
drifted in through open car windows. Such experiences opened my eyes to
a wider world outside Britain.
Father’s ‘moonlighting’ led to an opportunity in his mid-forties to study for a
Masters degree and then a Doctorate in Modern Urban History at the
University of Leicester. This was a real challenge for someone with a fulltime job, but one to which he rose. I well remember the furniture in the
living room covered by reference slips, for this was in the days before Word
Processors.
The qualifications opened up new horizons, first within the Civil Service,
and later in Education Administration. While in Her Majesty’s Treasury, he
was involved in decisions on road construction in preparation for the
investiture of the Prince of Wales in 1967. He ensured the budgets for
these projects were what were needed, rather than the normal underfunding of public works. I gather the roads up there are rather well
engineered.
Ron acquired this love for Wales through the links that Audrey’s family had
maintained. Dad joined the Croydon Welsh Society in 2006, and enjoyed
their friendship and culture thereafter. Attendance at the Annual St David’s
Day Dinners and the Noson Lawen entertainments were regular diary
fixtures.
Following a short but successful period as Chief Admin Officer at Ewell
Technical College, Ron became Assistant Education Officer for Croydon
responsible for school building and development.
th

One achievement of which he was justly proud was the recent 40
anniversary of the re-construction of the St Giles Special School in
Croydon. It helped that back in the mid-1970s, he and the architect
realised quickly that the civil servant with whom they were negotiating a
budget was “not good with metric”.
Typical of my father’s gregariousness, he maintained links with the team in
what was Taberner House, for many years after.
He ended his official career as Head of Education Studies at Croydon
College where, with others, he worked on a very successful Certificate of
Education programme. I am told that he was a totally dedicated and
supportive manager, who understood education, and could hold his corner
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against the dead hand of bureaucracy. He was certainly resourceful,
persuading college principals to co-fund the course.
However, retirement did not dampen his energy.
Ron continued
indefatigably with his local history studies and other activities. He was a
founder Member and one-time President of the Bourne Society; a one-time
President of the Croydon Natural History & Scientific Society; and a
member of the PROBUS Club of South Croydon from 1986 – latterly one of
its oldest and longest standing members. He was a member of the
Bromley Local History Society and the Beckenham Branch of the Historical
Association. He was also a Selsdon Thursday Walker, although over the
years the balance between walking and sitting in the pub shifted. It is
wonderful to see today friends from these organisations.
His historical interests extended to family history, which acted as an
inspiration for my wife Melanie, and others.
Until quite recently, Ron was a Consultant Archivist to the Borough,
rescuing and rebinding important school historical records including some
700 log books, many of which would otherwise have been thrown away.
Coming to his later years, I want to mention firstly his close neighbours who
have been so supportive and helpful in times of need, not only for Ron, but
before that for Audrey my mother. For Melanie and me, on the other side
of London, such support has been absolutely vital. The family could not
have managed without it.
Sadly, in later years, my mother became increasingly disabled. Ron cared
for her as long as he could, lovingly without complaint. They were both
heart-broken when mother had to go into a nursing home.
In Ron’s last years, he was fortunate to have much intellectual stimulation
and companionship from Barbara, who is with us today. I know it meant a
lot to him.
Ever a one for new cultural experiences, he developed in his late eighties a
taste for late romantic symphonies, as well as a long standing love of the organ.
Dad’s intellect was razor sharp right until the end, with a number of
unfinished projects under way. Many people enjoyed his Christmas Cox’s
Chronicles with witty family news and satirical comments about the political
mores of the time. Sadly the years caught up with him. He became
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understandably frustrated by his faltering manual dexterity, and failing eyesight.
Nevertheless, even during his final stay in hospital, I was greeted on arrival
one day by his waking up with the comment: “There are four options for my
move to Ruislip”, which he then enumerated. Sadly, the move closer to us
was never to happen.
My father remained a stout defender of public services, not just education,
right to the end. Not only was he liberal in politics, but also liberal in
outlook – tolerant and non-judgemental. Several people have mentioned
his quiet encouragement and support. He was also witty, entertaining and
sociable, his company enjoyed by all those who met him.
The family also felt his love and encouragement; and appreciated his
gentle counsel.
Melanie, the family and I will remember him as an example to emulate: a
civilised and civilising man.
Thank you.
David Cox
1. This might give the erroneous impression that there was some distance
between my father and his father. Ron was in fact very fond of his father
Charles (Charlie) who retired from the Navy (for the first time) in 1933.
2. I have no quantitative evidence for this. It is a hunch.
3. The award was made to all surviving veterans.
Note: Ron Cox was president of the Society from 1963 to 1986. We hope to bring
a further article on his work in that respect – Ed.

Appeal for Dry Storage Space
The Society’s Library is overflowing and various caches of books and
magazines are being stored at a variety of temporary places – mostly
peoples’ homes. If you know of a suitable dry place, not necessarily free of
charge, please let a member of Council know, or email
publications@cnhss.co.uk
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Croydon News from 1718
‘TRENCH WARFARE’: HOW THE HEADMASTER OF WHITGIFT
1
SCHOOL IN 1717/18 CAME TO BE INVOLVED IN A ‘SCANDAL’
News reports about Croydon in the first two decades of the eighteenth
century are scarce. Croydon had no local newspapers so national and
existing local newspapers elsewhere must be the source of news about
Croydon. One name in particular keeps cropping up: Henry Mills.
The
schoolmaster,
but
effectively the headmaster,
at Whitgift School, Revd
Henry Mills took part in a
religious
controversy
stemming from a tract and a
sermon given by Benjamin
Hoadly, Bishop of Bangor,
2
in 1717 . Ever since then
the controversy has been
known as the Bangorian
controversy, one of the, if
Headmaster’s House, Whitgift School, 1870: Evacustes Phipson
the most significant,
Courtesy Museum of Croydon not
religious controversies of the eighteenth century. The then Archbishop of
Canterbury, William Wake, called it ‘one of the most vehement and
3
intractable of internal controversies’ that he had faced in the Church.
In his history of the Whitgift School F.H.G. Percy devotes an entire chapter
to Henry Mills as a man who, between his appointment in 1712 and his
4
death in 1742, revived the ‘virtually extinct’ school. Percy’s emphasis is on
the dispute between Mills and the school’s French tutor or usher François
de la Pilonnière, a former Jesuit whose conversion to Protestantism was
doubted. This is where the dispute at Whitgift School dovetailed into the
Bangorian controversy.
Both the controversy and the dispute need to be placed in context. That
occupies the first half of this article. The dispute itself takes up the second
half. I believe it ought to be put on record as a significant episode in
Croydon’s history.
1715 was a momentous year. Besides the Jacobean revolt referred to
below, Britain had a new King. The previous monarch was Anne, the last
of the Stuart line. As she had no surviving children and in the absence of a
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close relative other than the Pretender, the Elector of Hanover, a distant
relative, succeeded to the throne as George I, thus beginning the
Hanoverian dynasty. The choice often elicited only qualified approval.
The overthrow of James II in 1688, following the birth of a boy, the future
Pretender, was engineered by Parliament to prevent a Catholic succession.
A parliamentary monarchy implied that the monarch was chosen by the
people and not by divine right. The Jacobeans denied the right of
Parliament to set aside a monarchy whose powers descended from God.
Others accepted the necessity of a change of dynasty with regret, believing
it lacked proper legitimacy and regarding George I as King de facto and not
de jure.
Moreover, as Elector of Hanover, George had been a Lutheran. In
becoming George I he was obliged, by an Act of Parliament passed when
James II was overthrown, to be Anglican, a member of the Church of
England. Worse still, in the opinion of some, he favoured toleration. The
bishops he appointed had similar views. One such was the Bishop of
Bangor.
We now come to the second part of the article, the controversy itself.
That controversy stemmed from a sermon given before George I on
Sunday March 31, 1717 by the Bishop of Bangor, Benjamin Hoadly. It was
published with the title ‘The nature of the Kingdom, or Church, of Christ’.
Unlike Anne’s Tory ministers, George I and his Whig ministers wanted to
encourage toleration towards dissenters and to ease the remaining legal
restrictions laid upon them. In the course of the sermon Hoadly argued that
Christ alone has authority over salvation. His authority is not delegated to
others. Hoadly’s argument appeared to deny the authority of churches,
their bishops and clergy, to sit in judgement on the faith of Christians.
During the course of 1717 and 1720 well over a hundred pamphlets or
tracts were published in the Bangorian controversy. Among the first was
that of the Revd Dr Andrew Snape, the Master of Eton. He maintained that
Hoadly’s sermon implied that the Church was a mere conglomeration of
individuals. Snape’s view was that the Church was a corporate body in
which bishops, the successors of the apostles, singly or in church councils,
possessed Christ’s delegated authority over the faithful. In contrast
Hoadly’s sermon, Dr Snape asserted, implied that ‘all articles and creeds
5
are destroy’d at once, which were settled by men so assembled’.
Hoadly and Snape exchanged letters published as tracts which were widely
published, running into many editions. At first their tone was civil. Neither
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took offence. Yet, at the end of Snape’s second letter he accused Hoadly
of employing in his Streatham household a man whom Snape suspected
was not the convert to Protestantism he claimed to be but was still a Jesuit:
‘Before you are so free then, in calling reproaches on others as popishly
affected, you would do well to put away the Jesuit whom you entertain in
your family, your intimate companion and confidant. A Jesuit he
certainly was, (and your Lordship is not ignorant of it;) and if he has
given you any satisfaction that he has renounced the Romish errors, he
6
has given the world none.’
Snape put no trust in the assurances of a so-called former Jesuit, François
de la Pilonnière, who claimed that he had been converted. On the
contrary, it ‘gives me the same impression, as if I saw him officiating at
High Mass.’
Hoadly apparently employed Pilonnière as his French secretary, translating
French books, possibly theological, possibly of wider import. How he came
to be in the bishop’s employ is uncertain. He had, though, been translating
the bishop’s sermons beforehand.
All this was in the aftermath of the Pretender’s attempt in 1715 to regain by
force the throne lost by his father, James II, because of his obvious
intention to create an absolutist Catholic kingdom. Claiming to be James
III, the Pretender had since been the guest of the French king, Louis XIV,
against whom Britain had fought for many years in the War of the Spanish
Succession which had only ended in 1713 and in the previous Nine Years
War. The French were distrusted and even hated.
The penal laws against Catholics were still in force, if irregularly enforced,
and additional such laws were still being enacted. Anti-Catholicism was
widespread. A pamphlet published in 1700 even recommended castrating
Catholic priests.
Hoadly’s ‘intimate’ was Pilonnière and this is where Henry Mills became
involved. He had previously employed him in Whitgift School as the French
tutor. If Pilonnière was indeed still a Catholic, then he was so in Croydon.
Snape’s charge offended Hoadly, ‘one of the rudest, as well as the cruellest
7
attacks that, I believe was ever made by a gentleman’. He wanted to know
who had originated the ‘scandal’ that he knowingly employed a man
suspected of still being a Catholic. One who might have done so was
Henry Mills. Hoadly had written two letters to Mills: ‘I wrote also two letters
to the Reverend Mr Mills, because common report (often very false) had
fixed upon him, some part in the doctor’s [Snape’s] publication’. Mill’s reply
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to the first was so brief as not to allay Hoadly’s suspicions but ‘To the
second he gave me a very civil answer, with the hope, as he assur’d me, of
8
giving me satisfaction’. Hoadly was reassured that Mills had behaved
honourably.
Snape remained unconvinced by Hoadly’s denials that Pilonnière was still a
Jesuit, one who had not renounced his Catholicism. Snape had further
evidence against him. He reminded the bishop that the late Archbishop,
Thomas Tenison, had the same suspicions about him and had written, in
1715, to Mills seeking reassurance that he was not employing a Jesuit
tutor. Somehow the Archbishop had heard that Mills had employed a
Jesuit: ‘I would desire to know, who was your last French Usher, and
whither he is gone, and why, and who is your present French Usher…you
shall know my Reasons afterwards.’ Mills then visited the Archbishop at
Lambeth and had satisfied him that Pilonnière, had indeed renounced his
9
Catholicism.
Though Mills was not, according to Snape, the originator of the rumour,
others in Croydon had informed him of Pilonnière’s insincerity. Among
them was someone – and surprising Percy barely mentions her – who was
none other than Mrs Mills. Snape had known her as Hannah Hervey, the
daughter of a John Hervey, a Turkey merchant as members of the Levant
Company were known, when he was rector of St Mary-at-Hill, Bishopsgate,
from 1706 to 1711. Mills had married her, his second wife, in 1714. It may
be that Snape was related to her, for his wife, Rebecca, whom he married
in 1720 when she was the widow of Sir Joshua Sharpe, was also a Hervey,
the daughter of John Hervey, a London merchant. However, Snape stated
that his family and that of the Herveys were long acquainted with each
other. It may be that Snape, when he visited the Millses in Croydon, went
not just to ascertain the evidence against Pilonnière but also to meet Mrs
Mills in particular. She was, perhaps more than her husband, responsible
for giving Snape a list of accusations, some of which were garnered from
the students themselves.
When Mills went to see Archbishop Tenison in 1715, Pilonnière was
already the French tutor at Whitgift school. He had ‘come over’ with the
King. He had indeed presented George a poem at the Hague and another
to him at his Coronation. He had only been in England six weeks before
Mills employed him. He had been recommended to Mills by the minister of
the French Church in Blackfriars, Jean Rouire. It would be natural for
someone who, in France, had converted to Protestantism to seek out the
Huguenots in London. Ever since Louis XIV had expelled these French
Protestants, numbering half a million, in 1685, many had emigrated to
London. This is not to imply that Pilonnière was a confirmed Huguenot.
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His views were too heterodox for them. After the Bangorian controversy
was nearly over, he became engaged in controversy with the Huguenots.
His own account of his intellectual odyssey reveals that he was well read in
the philosophers of the Enlightenment. That, as well as his education as a
Jesuit, would also have given him an intellectual advantage over Henry
Mills. His education had been at Eton and Trinity College, Oxford, neither
place giving him much more than an education in classical Greek and Latin
literature and history. The reverence for scholarship characteristic of
Oxford in the reign of Elizabeth I was, in the seventeenth century, ‘rapidly
10
losing its broad appeal’.
Mills portrayed himself as a ‘plain, unfashionable man’ who had neither the
leisure not inclination to engage in controversy.
Pilonnière was employed as Whitgift School’s French tutor. He was not
employed full-time but taught for one and a half hours a day. Nevertheless,
he lived in and had plenty of opportunity to meet the boys outside his
teaching time. The Latin tutor was similarly employed but he, a Mr Jones,
did not live in. It is not known how many students the school had but their
age range varied. Mills talks of ‘seniors’, Pilonnière of ‘babes’, to whom
Mills inappropriately taught the Thirty-Nine Articles, the doctrines of the
Church of England: ‘He is’ Pilonnière said, ‘the first schoolmaster whoever
11
thought them proper food for babes’. Mills replied that he only explained
them to ‘seniors’.
Unfortunately, the tracts each wrote in the Bangorian controversy are highly
personal. Mills and Pilonnière evidently detested each other. ‘The worst of
men’ Pilonnière said of Mills. As he was about to enter the bishop’s
service, Pilonnière overheard Mills telling his wife that he would plague him.
Mills himself said ‘He, like a serpent, now hisses at me; but, to my comfort,
12
[he] is not in my bosom’. Had Pilonnière known what Mills was like when
he interviewed him, he would never have accepted his offer of employment.
Mills’s contempt stemmed as much from religious as from personal
reasons. Not simply because Pilonnière had been a Catholic and was
believed to be one still but because he had been a member of the Society
of Jesus, a Jesuit, the least trusted of all religious Orders. Jesuits were
believed to have papal dispensation to lie in the service of the faith. On this
Snape and Mills were agreed. Not even when Pilonnière published a
renunciation of his Catholic faith could it be taken as being sincere.
Some of the other accusations exchanged may be repeated if only to show
the disputatious temper of the times. In Snape’s words Mrs Mills ‘gave me
many instances of his slighting our worship, and ridiculing our Articles, of
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his tampering with the children, and disputing with herself; and when he
13
was urg’d with Scripture, setting up his reason against it’. By tampering
with the children she meant disturbing their religion. He was accused of
going reluctantly to church, saying it was a kind of slavery, and reading
pamphlets during the service; of not kneeling during prayers and of spitting
at and then tearing up a picture of the Queen. Pilonnière answered these
charges robustly. Some were lies, others misinterpretations. Mills accused
him of heresy: that he was a Socinian, implying that Pilonnière did not
believe in the Trinity. To have admitted this, supposing the accusation was
justified, would have destroyed his credibility and rendered him virtually
unemployable.
These accusations do, however, reveal more than just personal animosity.
They also reflect contemporary prejudices. Percy refers to Mills as a High
Tory, someone who was not inclined to tolerate dissenters, who upheld the
authority of the Church of England as having powers separate from, and
even superior to, that of the State, and whose loyalty to George I was
questionable. Pilonnière writes that he overheard Mills say to his wife ‘That
the Church will never flourish, till the House of Hanover should be set
14
aside’. Of the students themselves Pilonnière says they were ‘a nest of
15
young gentlemen almost all raving continually at King George’.
One of
16
them had said that George ‘was no more to him than a footman’.
It is
quite likely that the Millses, husband and wife, would have renounced the
Pretender if he were willing to abjure his Catholic faith in exchange for
becoming King. Apparently Archbishop Tenison harboured doubts about
Mills’s loyalty. ‘His Grace’, wrote a member of his staff, ‘being inform’d by
several person of great note and credit at several times, of Mr Mills’s being
17
a Jacobite, disaffected to the Hanover succession…’
It is a surprise to read Mills admitting to having excommunicated three
hundred persons in his lifetime. That fact alone distances him from
Hoadly’s view that the Church, the Kingdom of Christ as opposed to the
Kingdom of the World, has no delegated authority to exclude Christians
from Holy Communion.
It is highly unlikely that Mills had any acquaintance with Catholics. There
were apparently none in Croydon but there were dissenters. Mills states
that there were ‘misguided zealots, i.e. 2 or 3 Independents or
Presybyterians and a Quaker’ who were blackening both his character and
that of Hoadly: ‘dissenters, whose zeal is greater than their reputation, and
whose practice is to bespatter the clergy; (your Lordship, though usually in
their favour, not having always escaped their virulent, and very filthy
18
tongues).’
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His is a remarkably distorted assessment as three hundred ‘hearers’
belonged to the Congregationalist or Independent meeting house in
Croydon. Some came from other parts of Surrey and three from London.
The Baptists were far fewer. Evidently Mills took little interest in getting to
19
know them and may have deliberately avoided them wherever possible.
Mills’s own tract is a curious miscellany. He includes letters and
statements from many Croydon tradesmen and from those clergy and
gentlemen in the neighbourhood of the town testifying to his truthfulness
and sincerity. He was anxious that the reputation of himself and the school
should not be damaged by the rumour that he had harboured a Jesuit in his
home.
Readers may by now share Hoadly’s opinion that the public must be tired
of quarrels which are purely personal so it is time to record something very
different before coming to a conclusion.
Towards the end of the tract Mills adds an account of a ‘horrid profanation
of the Sabbath’. It was of an incident in Croydon that was brought to the
attention of the Church of England’s own law court, the Court of Arches.
He included it to illustrate the attitude of ‘Some few ill-natured dissenters of
20
the town of Croydon who hate the Church of England, and all the clergy’.
He refers in particular to a Mr Glover, a Presbyterian or Independent known
21
for his furious temper, as it was his son who was involved:
‘On Christmas Day, 1714, his son, with some other boys, children of rigid
dissenters, were dress’d up in a Merry Andrew fashion, with fringes ty’d
about them. One of them being an ass, rode in the street with the
attendance of others, abusing the people going to church, about ten o clock
in the morning, and cry’d out: there go the old fools, but here is your
Messiah. At this the others laugh’d aloud. The boy that rode the ass, had
fringes of divers colours, hanging over his shoulders, both before and
behind, and girt with another about his wast, and fringes were ty’d to his
legs. Also, a great and large button of a white and red colour, was fastned,
not on the brim, but on the crown of his hat.’ One of the vestry clerks
stopped the procession and ’had he not prevented them, supposes they
would have made their procession throughout the town.’
In the absence of the vicar, the curate, a Mr Munday, complained to
Archbishop Tenison, who asked the Dean of Arches, Mr Bettesworth, to
make an enquiry but to Mills’s disgust no action was taken.
Was Hoadly right in saying the quarrel was merely personal? Pilonnière
and Mills’s differences were diametrically opposed as if two epochs of
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history clashed. Mills represented the seventeenth century in which
Christians based their faith on the authority and teaching of the Church and
learnt their philosophy from the study of Aristotle. Pilonnière reflected more
the eighteenth century during which time belief in Christianity had to satisfy
the criterion of reason rather than just relying on the Church’s authority.
Mills’s beliefs were orthodox, Pilonnière’s heterodox. Mills would not have
assented to Pilonnière’s statement that ‘the great principle of Cartesian
doubt, so absolutely necessary, in order not to be imposed upon by
prejudice’. Descartes was a representative of modern or experimental
philosophy. Pilonnière was an admirer of Nicholas Malebranche, the
French philosopher and admirer of Descartes. Malebranche was an
influential figure in the early European Enlightenment. Indeed Pilonnière
met and corresponded with him. ‘I was a Jesuit in the shape of a
Malebranche’. Pilonnière also read the Dutch philosopher Pierre Bayle,
another major figure in the Enlightenment.
Much of Pilonnière’s ‘An Answer to Dr.Snape’s Accusations’ is an account
of his intellectual transition from Catholicism to Protestantism. What stands
out is his knowledge and the width of his reading. Much of his spare time
at the school was spent in reading and studying whereas he noticed that
Mills rarely had a book in his hand for more than fifteen minutes.
They were an ill-matched pair, destined to disagree. That Mills, a
clergyman, could use such disparaging language may come as a shock.
Snape’s accusation also shows bad taste. Neither come out well in this
‘trench warfare’. Only Hoadly, the Bishop of Bangor, seems to have
maintained his dignity. It was a contentious age. Sixty and more years
previously, Britain had experienced actual religious warfare. Now it was
more a war of words.
Brian Lancaster
Note: Pilonnière’s name is without the accent in the contemporary tracts but for
consistency’s sake I have included the accent.
1 Trench warfare is the term used in Andrew Starkie, The Church of England
and the Bangorian Controversy: 1716-1721 (Woodbridge 2007) p94.
2 John Hoadly, The Works of Benjamin Hoadly (London 1773), Vol. 2,
contains the tract, ‘A Preservative against the Principles and Practices of
the Non-jurors in Church and State’ and the sermon ‘The Nature of the
Kingdom, or Church, of Christ’.
3 Norman Sykes, William Wake Archbishop of Canterbury (Cambridge 1957)
Vol 2 p161
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4 F. H. G. Percy. Whitgift School, A History (The Whitgift Foundation 1991)
pp77-93
5 Andrew Snape, Dr. Snape’s Second Letter to the Lord Bishop of Bangor in
Vindication of the Former (London 1717) pp77-93
6 Andrew Snape A Letter to the Bishop of Bangor occasion’d by his Lordship’s
Sermon preach’d before the King at St James’s, March 32st, 1717 (London
1717) p3. The copy in the Lambeth Palace Library, where all my research
was done, is the 13th edition.
7 François de la Pilonnière, An Answer to the Reverend Dr Snape’s Accusation
(London n.d.) which begins with a preface by the Bishop of Bangor, dated
August 20 1717, from which the quotation comes on page vii.
8 Ibid. pxv
9 The quotation is in Percy, op.cit. p82. The original is in the Bodleian,
Oxford, which I have not visited. Lambeth Palace Library has only the
correspondence to Archbishop Tenison.
10 Michael Feingold ‘The Humanities’ in Nicholas Tyacke (ed.) SeventeenthCentury Oxford (Oxford 1997) p234, the fourth volume of The History of
the University of Oxford
11 François de la Pilonnière, A Reply to Dr Snape’s Vindication of a passage in
his Second Letter to the Bishop of Bangor relating to Mr Pilonniere wherein
a full answer is also given to Mr Mills and all the other evidences (London
1718) p34 [hereafter Pilonnière, A Reply]
12 Henry Mills ‘A Letter to the Bishop of Bangor by Henry Mills’ in A Full
Answer to Mr Pilonnière’s Reply to Dr. Snape’s and to the Bishop of
Bangor’s Preface (London 1718) p31 [henceforth Mills’s Letter]
13 Andrew Snape A Vindication of a Passage in Dr. Snape’s Second Letter to
the Bishop of Bangor relating to Mr Pilonnière (London 1717) p32
14 Pilonnière A Reply p34
15 Ibid. p36
16 Ibid.
17 François de la Pilonnière. An Answer to Dr.Snape’s Accusation, op.cit. p31
18 Mills’s Letter, p2
19 I owe this information to Dr Wykes, Director of Dr Williams’s Library as he
kindly saved me a visit to see the return of meeting houses made in 1718
(MS 38.4)
20 Mills’s Letter, p54
21 Ibid. p51
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Croydon News from 1818
Doubly Unpegged
Messrs Starey bleached calico on the great meadow near the Old Palace.
A passageway leading off High Street is still called Meadow Stile. On a
night in June 1818 thieves robbed Messrs Starey of 200 yards of linen
which were stretched across the meadow. Crawling on the earth, they took
the pegs which fastened the linen down and drew it away without the
watchman noticing.
In August, on a calm Friday evening, a sudden whirlwind raised into the air
14 pieces of cloth which the Stareys had pegged down on the meadow.
One piece was found wrapped round the church steeple, another on a
large tree in the churchyard.
Brian Lancaster

More News from 1818
Hunger
On Friday 2 October 1818 The Times reported that a farmer in Coulsdon
had lost thirteen sheep over the previous five weeks in a ‘novel form of
robbery’. He had found that the dead sheep had been cut open and
‘divested of their caul and kidney fat’. This was not an isolated event for
the same newspaper for Friday 11 November 1817 reported a similar event
in Addiscombe as a Merino ewe belonging to a Mr John Darby had been
killed and had had its entrails taken out.
The perpetrators cannot be identified but the motive surely can. Fat is
nourishing. Cutting open sheep for their fat implies a need so desperate
that cooking was not an option. The motive then is hunger. Evidently, they
were too poor to buy food and they appear not to have known friends or
neighbours in the vicinity to beg for food. They may not have realised that
there was a workhouse in Coulsdon and anyway they were probably
ineligible for poor relief. We may surmise that they were strangers to
Coulsdon and may well have been vagrants.
What could have caused such hunger? The causes are multiple but they
usually follow a pattern in which such elements as weather, climate,
harvest failure, food prices, famine, disease and war can be traced. In
1818 and the preceding years all these causes were present both in the
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United Kingdom and Europe. The Napoleonic Wars ended in 1815 but
post-war dislocation has also to be taken into account especially when the
army and navy were reduced in size to achieve economy in peacetime.
These years coincided with unusually severe weather conditions be it cold
winters, wet springs or summer drought. The first decade of the century
was one of the coldest decades on record. Harvest failures occurred in
England in four successive years culminating in 1817 thereby affecting
much of 1818 before the abundant harvest in the autumn.
The emphasis on multiple causes does not rule out singularity. In April
1815 the eruption of Mount Tambora in Indonesia was the largest known
eruption in recorded history, ten times more powerful than the better-known
Krakatau eruption in 1883, but the effects were long term because the huge
amount of ash spewed into the stratosphere affected the climate of Europe
and North America in the succeeding years. It caused widespread
hardship, particularly in 1816, the ‘year without a summer’.
Much depended on the crop. In England it was corn but in Ireland it was
the potato, the staple food of the poor. Reliance on one crop as in Ireland
risked famine and the weather in 1817 caused the failure of the potato
crop. Lack of nutrition combined with a run of bad weather caused
disease. In Ireland it was typhus fever. As Ireland had no poor law, only
private or religious charity was the alternative and that was insufficient to
prevent famine in which many died of starvation.
One solution to avoid starvation was emigration to Britain and the United
States. In London there was mob violence against the Irish on more than
one occasion in the eighteenth century so Irish emigration was nothing
new. In 1757 a student of population wrote that Ireland greatly assists in
filling up the capital. One estimate is that in 1800 the number of Irish in
London was 37,000. Immigrants from Ireland were not confined to such
cities as London, Glasgow and Liverpool. For example, contractors furnished
farmers in Hertfordshire and no doubt in other southern counties with Irish
labourers from London. Some were thrown out of work when trade was bad,
others were seasonal migrants. They would be most needed at harvest time
but when the harvest failed the Irish labourers would no longer be needed.
However, statistics for the early nineteenth century do not exist. There are
no passenger lists we can draw upon. One documented fact is that
emigration took off from 1818 with the first steam packet service sailing
from Belfast to Glasgow but this does not rule out other sea-based
transport neither from Ulster nor from County Cork in the south. The
shortest distance by sea between southern Ireland and Wales is 45 miles,
a distance that could be traversed by a variety of sea craft.
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Of course the Irish were not the only vagrants but they may have made up
about a third of them. Vagrancy was still a social problem as is evident
from the passing of the Vagrancy Act in 1824. However, vagrancy
includes, for example, begging and ‘idle persons’. Even those looking for
work by travelling from one place to another and without a settled place of
residence were classed as vagrants.
Who were the perpetuators of the disembowelment of sheep in Coulsdon?
No firm answer is possible. Almost certainly they were vagrants but that
they were Irish is at best an intelligent guess.
Brian Lancaster

Winchester comes to South Norwood
Commemorating William Walker
‘The diver who with his own hands saved Winchester Cathedral.’
th

Mayor of
Croydon

Dean of
Winchester

The Plaque

On Saturday 17 March 2018
The Worshipful the Mayor of
Croydon, Councillor Toni Letts
welcomed
the
Dean
of
Winchester Cathedral, The Very
Reverend Catherine Ogle to
118, Portland Road, South
President
Norwood, London SE25 4PL
CNHSS
inviting her to unveil a
commemorative plaque to William Walker
(designed by local architect Ken Baker) in the
presence of The Bishop of Croydon Jonathan
Clark. Members of William Walker’s present
family were present as were representatives of
the Historic
Diving
Association
and
Croydon
Natural
History
&*Scientific
Society who had undertaken the local research.
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The construction of the Norman Cathedral at Winchester, conceived by
William I, was started in 1079. It is one of the largest cathedrals in Europe,
with the longest nave and greatest overall length of any on the continent. The
foundations of Isle of Wight stone were laid on a bed of oak logs on a peat bog.
Almost imperceptibly during the following 800 years this magnificent
th
building suffered subsidence. Late in the 19 century cracks widened; and
with falling masonry narrowly missing people it was realised that the
cathedral was in danger of disintegration. In 1906 the architects Sir
Thomas Jackson, Bt., R.A. and Sir Francis Fox were contracted by
Winchester Cathedral authorities to devise a plan to prevent its imminent
collapse due to subsidence resulting from the underlying peat bog. An
agreed rescue project was drawn up, but required a deep-water diver. The
diving firm Messrs. Siebe, Gorman and Co., were brought in to the project,
and their chief submarine diver, William Walker who lived in Portland Road,
South Norwood was engaged at the cutting edge of the work.
From the
John Gent Postcard Collection

Beginning in 1906 William Walker took a train
to Winchester each Monday. Then, wearing a
200 lb. deep-water diving suit, he worked six
hours a day in 235 peat-water filled pits/trenches
some 20 feet deep, in total darkness shoring up
the walls. At the end of the week he travelled
home by bicycle. It took William Walker five
years to complete the work, but once done the
ground water could be pumped out and
bricklayers were able to underpin the subsiding
walls. William Walker was at the front of a
team of 150 workmen who packed some 25 000
bags of concrete, 115 000 concrete blocks and
900 000 bricks into pits beneath Winchester
Cathedral thereby saving this now Grade I listed
building. The use of so many bricks caused a
temporary brick shortage in Hampshire.

In addition to his work at Winchester, William Walker led rescue work at the
River Level Colliery at Abernant Wales where a flooded pit took the lives of
six men and boys. From 1891 to 1897 he was engaged in the construction
of Blackwall Tunnel. William Walker was foreman-in-charge of the
construction of the naval docks in Gibraltar. It was while working here that
one of his children died. The construction of the jetty for the Royal Victoria
Dock Granary occupied him during 1905. He was called away from work at
Winchester to undertake emergency work on the wreck of the SS Dordone
in Newport. The linear decompression tables were devised by Sir Leonard
Hill and William Walker and he was diving tutor to King George V.
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Grave of William Walker in
Beckenham Cemetery

Headstone: Dr. W. J. Patton 1988

For his heroic work on Winchester Cathedral William Walker was made a
Member of the Royal Victorian Order (MVO) by George V. He continued
his deep-water work, but unfortunately died aged 49 a victim of the
influenza pandemic of 1918. After a funeral service in St. Mark’s Church,
South Norwood, he was buried in nearby Beckenham Cemetery. William
Walker is remembered by a statue erected in the cathedral grounds;
additionally a tablet placed on his grave by Winchester Cathedral
authorities in the 1960s bears the inscription, ‘The diver who with his own
hands saved Winchester Cathedral.’
At Winchester Cathedral
th
on Saturday 6 October at
5.30 pm during evensong,
there will be a commemorative
procession to acknowledge
the centenary of William
Walker’s death during which
John Hickman will lay a
wreath at the foot of the
statue. CNHSS members
and friends are invited to
Winchester Cathedral
commemorative postcard
attend a tea beforehand at
the William Walker public
house at 4pm, and promising negotiations are presently taking place for
earlier private tours of the cathedral, particularly, but not only, those parts
of Walker interest.
John I Hickman
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Book Reviews
Mrs Pankhurst’s Purple Feather: Fashion, Fury and Feminism –
Women’s Fight for Change
I begin with my conclusion. You will count yourself fortunate if you read
another book as vivid, fast-pacing and arresting as this one. I can only
attempt a partial summary of its contents.
The title implies yet another book about the suffragettes but don’t be
deceived by the prominence the title gives to Emmeline Pankhurst. Of
course, she plays a prominent part in Tessa Boase’s book, but plumage
has even more prominence. The link between the two are the featherbedecked hats Mrs Pankhurst wore and the single purple ostrich feather
from her hat preserved in the Museum of London. Two campaigns ran side
by side. The fight for votes for women is one, the other the campaign by
the women who fought to ban the plumage trade and who founded the
[Royal] Society for the Protection of Birds. Its beginnings date from 1889 in
London and Manchester.
Three perhaps rather than two women were the founders. Etta (Margaretta)
Lemon is the best known of the three as she became the Society’s ‘driving
force’ for fifty years. Her husband, Frank, became the mayor of Reigate,
but for decades lived in Redhill Common, some distance from downtown
Redhill. The second is Emily Wilkinson of Didsbury, Manchester. The RSPB’s
website acknowledges her as the co-founder. The third is Eliza Phillips of
Morland Road, Croydon. She was the founder of the Fur, Fin and Feather
Folk in 1889 which, like a tributary, soon merged with the SPB in 1891.
They were women in a man’s world. A trite remark, but true in the sense
that they undertook the campaigning even though, like Etta Lemon, they
deferred to their husband or some prominent male such as the naturalist
W. H. Hudson. Also true is that however much these campaigners fought
to stop women buying hats piled high with plumage, they did not dare nor
could envisage stopping the landed gentry from trapping and hunting animals.
Emmeline Pankhurst did not defer to anyone, but, to a certain extent, all
these women were feminists asserting their leadership. Yet their views on
women’s suffrage were far different. Etta opposed giving the vote to
women. Throughout her book Tessa Boase compares and contrasts the
different views and personalities of these women.
She does not limit herself to these leading figures. She writes about the
milliners in the fashionable West End and the women who dyed and
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mounted the feathers in the poorest streets of the East End. She writes
about the aristocrats or at least those few who bucked the trend and
refused to wear the feathers of birds massacred almost to extinction for
their plumage.
The statistics are startling; the tonnage of feathers in the holds of ships
docking in London beggars belief; the 548 milliners in central London; the
five million birds that were killed annually in the United States, the feathers
and mutilated carcases of not one but several species of birds from around
the world might go into the making of just one hat. I did not know before I
read this book that ‘osprey’ feathers were not from ospreys but from snowy
egrets shot in their thousands in America.
Tessa Boase’s account of the suffragette movement mostly occupies the
latter part of the book. She describes the relationship, so often strained,
between Emmeline Pankhurst and her three daughters. The details she
gives of the force feeding are graphic. If you question whether it was
indeed torture, you will quickly change your mind. Millicent Fawcett and the
suffragists are not overlooked – the term is not in the index nor, I might
add, in the seventh edition of the Paperback Oxford English Dictionary –
but the space allotted to them is relatively slight.
The 1920 Plumage Act ended the feather trade but changes in fashion,
especially during the war, had had the greater impact. Some but by no
means all women received the vote in 1918. The book does not end there
but with Emmeline’s death from influenza in 1928, already impoverished
and mortified by her daughter, Sylvia, having had a child outside marriage,
and with Etta embittered by her having been excluded from having any
position of influence in the RSPB after 1936. She died in 1953. Emmeline
and Etta were both formidable women. Their characters are vividly
portrayed.
Tessa Boase has kindly agreed to give a talk to CNHSS on 29 April 2019.
DETAILS: BOASE, Tessa, 2018, Mrs Pankhurst’s Purple Feather. Aurum
Press: 320pp [ISBN 978-1-78131-654-2]
Brian Lancaster
Insectinside: life in the bushes of a small Peckham Park
All those who were at our meeting on 26 June 2017 will remember Penny
Frith’s magnificently illustrated and engagingly presented talk about her

CNHSS Bulletin

27
work recording invertebrates in a small park in Peckham. The promised
book has now been published.
Warwick Gardens is a small (1.52 hectares) and apparently unremarkable
public open space lying between the back gardens of houses in Lyndhurst
Grove and a railway line in Peckham. It is mostly open grass, with some
trees, a hedgerow and some weedy margins. Penny has identified,
recorded, and photographed an astonishing 555 species of invertebrates,
most of them insects, although a number of centipedes, millipedes, spiders
and woodlice are also included. Most of them, from a couple of millimetres
long to the huge stag beetles, are prone to hopping or flying away, so are
hard to photograph. Perhaps the only criticism one can make of the
magnificent photographs of this array of wildlife is the lack of a scale to
each image. All the scientific names are supplied.
The very readable text describes aspects of the subjects’ life cycles,
lifestyles, habitats, and so forth, and explains in simple terms the leading
characteristics of each group such as bees, wasps, beetles, butterflies,
moths, for example. Why they matter to us is also explained: some of the
least attractive species play important parts in keeping our world as we like
it. All this research has been done in the space of six years, and includes
one record for an insect species not previously recorded in Britain.
The author is the daughter of our former President, the late Ted Frith, writing
under the pseudonym Penny Money. The foreword is written by Penny’s
brother Mathew Frith who is Director of Conservation, London Wildlife Trust.
This book is highly recommended as amongst the most readable
introductions to the world of insects and other arthropods. It prompts the
realisation that if this ‘typical London park’ is host to so many species, what
might be expected of Croham Hurst, a statutory Site of Special Scientific
Interest if investigated as thoroughly.
DETAILS: MONEY, Penny, 2017, Insectinside: life in the bushes of a small
Peckham Park. Metalanguage Design: 236pp [ISBN 978-1-78808-861-9] £20.
Paul W Sowan
Outskirts: living life on the edge of the green belt
As many of us especially in the south of the London Borough of Croydon
live in the inner fringes of London’s Green Belt. this latest book by local
author John Grindrod cannot fail to be of interest. The author was born in
1970, and spent most of his early life in ‘the last road in London’,
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Fairchildes Avenue in New Addington. Most of the local detail is devoted to
the nearby open countryside he enjoyed exploring, and there is little about
urban New Addington. Most importantly, the whole idea and history of
green belt designations around British urban centres is explained
authoritatively in some detail, in an engaging and very readable style.
Grindrod’s own family history is also fascinating reading. His earlier book,
published in 2013, ‘Concretopolis: a journey around the rebuilding of postwar Britain’ is also, hardly surprisingly, rich in Croydon detail. ‘Outskirts’ is
recommended as eminently informative and readable. Both titles can be
obtained at Waterstones in the Whitgift Centre.
DETAILS: GRINDROD, John, 2017, Outskirts: living life on the edge of the
green belt. Sceptre: (2) + 357pp [ISBN 978-1-473-62502-2]
Paul W Sowan

Obituaries
Ted Frith [1927 – 2018]
Edward Frith, a member of the Society since 1992 and a former President,
st
died on Sunday 22 July 2018 in his 91 year. He was born on 18
December 1927 and was a long term resident of Selsdon, the history of
which place was the main focus of his years of research. Copies of parts
one to four of his unpublished history of Selsdon are held in our library. He
is believed to have been working on a continuation for the years after 1951.
He was an active member of the Selsdon Residents’ Association and
edited that body’s Gazette from 1999 to 2008. His historical research was
made more accessible to Selsdon residents in a series of 34 articles called
‘Glimpses of Old Selsdon’ published in the Gazette in the years 2014 – 2018.
As a Director and President of the Society he oversaw some radical
improvements at our library building as a result of which the whole ground
floor was temporarily emptied to enable internal work, the library thus being
for a while in storage off site. He took a somewhat pessimistic view of the
Society’s long term prospects, and advocated a change of name and possibly
amalgamation with the Bourne Society, views not shared by our Council.
He was predeceased by his wife Margaret who died in 2004, and is
survived by his children Mathew, Penny, and Ruth. Ted’s funeral was held
on Wednesday 22 August at Croydon Crematorium, but there will be a
celebration of his life on Saturday 27 October at 3pm (proceedings start at
4pm) at St John's Church Hall, Upper Selsdon Road, Selsdon CR2 8DD.
All are welcome but please email Mathew Frith (mfrith@wildlondon.org.uk).
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REFERENCE: FRITH, Edward, 2011, Honeymoon village or nowhere
town? The story of Selsdon, an outer London suburb. Selsdon: author: 42 +
94 + 91 + 123pp [The four parts are: (1) Before Costain until 1923; (2) The
years before the war 1924 – 1939; (3) Selsdon’s war 1939 – 1945; (4) The
post-war years of austerity 1946 – 1951] [CNHSS / ARC]
Paul W Sowan
Jean Byatt [c. 1925 – ? 2017]
We have learned recently of the death of Jean Irene Byatt, a member of
this society until her move to Crowborough some years ago where she
made important contributions to the botany of Sussex. She was secretary
to our Botanical Section from 1973, and author of our published reports of
our Plant Recording Scheme for Surrey. Professionally, she was a biology
teacher at the Convent of the Sacred Heart at Woldingham, where in
collaboration with the school she established the Donald Young Nature
Reserve. Donald Peter Young [1917 – 1972] was a distinguished former
Botany Section Secretary, and a respected authority on the orchid genus
Epipactis. A collection of Jean’s published academic papers on the genus
Crataegus is deposited in our Library.
REFERENCES
BYATT, Jean Irene, 1980 – 1983, Croydon Natural History and Scientific
Society Botany Section Plant Recording Scheme. First – fifth Reports, 1978
– 1982, Proc, Croydon Natural History and Scientific Society 16(8), 273 –
287 (1980); 16(10), 353 – 368 (1981); 16(11), 369 – 383 (1982); 16(12);
385 – 399 (1982); and 16(13), 401 – 420 (1983) and errata slip [Five
reports bound in a single volume] [Note corrected and reprinted page 393]
BYATT, Jean Irene, 1990, Checklist of the flora of the Croydon Survey
Area with brief notes and distribution maps. 2nd edn. CNHSS: (ii) + (i) +
60pp + 11pp Supplement [ISBN 0-906047-05-6]
Paul W Sowan
Lucy Rogers [1918 – 2018]
Lucy Rogers, nee Howlett, died recently shortly after her hundredth
birthday. She was born on 17 May 1918 and was employed as a
professional librarian at the South Norwood branch of the Croydon Public
Libraries. She joined the society in 1968 and served for some years as our
librarian, along with colleagues, devoting much time to cataloguing and
classifying our books. Her interests were primarily botanical and, for
example, she did some work on hedgerow history in Tatsfield. In recent
years she lived at a Methodist Home for the Aged in Shirley Church Road,
the grounds of which contain what remains of the reverend William Wilks’
‘Wilderness’ garden incorporating an important fragment of a wetland
habitat of the former Shirley Heath. Her published work includes some
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historical notes on the former Woodside brickworks, and a booklet about
William Wilks’ ‘Wilderness’ garden.
REFERENCES:
ROGERS, Lucy Evelyn [nee HOWLETT], 1980, The Woodside brickworks.
Proc. CNHSS 16(9), 302 – 303.`
ROGERS, Lucy Evelyn, 1994, William Wilks ‘Wilderness’ … becomes Hall
Grange. NP: 8pp [A5 booklet]
Paul W Sowan
John David Matthews [1946 – 2017]
John Matthews, Paul Rainey’s predecessor as the Society’s treasurer, died
after a short illness on 3 February 2017, having been a member since
1982. The society was represented at his funeral at St. Mary’s Church at
Caterham. He was also an active member of the Bourne Society, and a
stalwart wildlife conservation volunteer with the Downlands Countryside
Management Project.
He was the author of numerous notes on
conservation and local history topics in the Bourne Society’s Bulletin and
Local History Records, the Downlander, and the Croydon Advertiser.
John’s executors have donated to the Society locally relevant works from
his collection of books for the book sales table at our meetings. Income
from these sales goes some way towards meeting the cost, over £50 each
evening, of hiring the room.
Paul W Sowan
Nesta Caiger [1928 – 2017]
Nesta Caiger then living in Addiscombe, was elected a member of our
society in 1952, and was later an important figure in Kent archaeology, a
founder member of the Kent Underground Research Group and its
chairman for nearly 20 years. She was an active member and later
Honorary Member of the Kent Archaeological Society, a member of its
governing body, and produced the KAS Newsletter for many years. She
also served as secretary of the London Archaeologist journal.
Nesta Caiger died in March 2017. She was born in 1928 in Auckland, New
Zealand, but accompanied her family when six years later they moved to
England. They lived for some time in Croydon, where she attended the
Woodside primary school, but much of her life was spent at Barnehurst
near Dartford in Kent. With her husband John she conducted important
work on recording, photographing and researching deneholes (now
generally interpreted as medieval chalk mines for agricultural purposes)
and, after his death in 1975 continued investigations of underground sites
in Kent. John Caiger’s paper on ‘The denehole controversy’ was published
in our Proceedings in 1954.
Rod Le Gear and Paul W Sowan
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Alfred Russel Wallace and the John Hampden flat earth
wager of 1870

Croydon Advertiser 28th September 1889
nd

Friday January 22 1891 was particularly notable as being the end of the
sharpest frost ever recorded in Croydon. It was also the day that John
Hampden an Oxford graduate, relative of Bishop Hampden and familiar
townsman of Park Street died. John Hampden acquired notoriety as a ‘flatearther’, but why should news of his demise spread rapidly throughout
Croydon and be reported in newspapers around the country?
In 1870 John Hampden offered a wager of £500 against £500 of any man
of the scientific community challenging them to prove the earth was round.
th
It was published in the 12 January edition of Scientific Opinion, the article
closing with, “He will acknowledge that he has forfeited his deposit if his
opponent can exhibit, to the satisfaction of any intelligent referee, a convex
railway, river, canal, or lake.”
After reading this, Alfred Russel Wallace, who was sometime later briefly a
member of our Society, consulted geologist Sir Charles Lyell canvassing
advice as to whether or not he should accept the challenge. Lyell told him
he should as it would ‘... stop these foolish people to have it plainly shown
them.’ Subsequently Alfred Russel Wallace wrote to John Hampden
suggesting Bala Lake in North Wales for the experiment, and proposed Mr.
J. H. Walsh, editor of the Field to act as referee.
John Hampden replied suggesting the old Bedford Canal near Downham
Market as an alternative; there being here a stretch of water quite straight
in length for six miles between two bridges. Furthermore, John Hampden
desired Mr. William Carpenter, a journeyman printer and author of a book
upholding the flat-earth theory as his referee.
The winter being particularly foggy, Mr. Walsh couldn’t stay away from
London for more than a day so Alfred Russel Wallace chose Dr. Coulcher,
a surgeon and amateur astronomer of Downham Market to act on his
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behalf. Mr. Walsh would act as the umpire and referee. With these details
agreed, both parties deposited their respective £500 in Coutts Bank.
The experiment was to take place at Wenley Bridge, the iron parapet of
which was thirteen feet three inches above the water. The Old Bedford
Bridge constructed of brick was about six miles off, and higher. From this
bridge a sheet of white calico six ft. by three ft. and bearing a thick black
band along the centre was suspended, its lower edge being the same
height above the water as the parapet of Wenley Bridge – the centre of it
would be as high as the line of sight of the six-inch telescope Wallace had
brought with him. At a centre point about three miles between each bridge
a long pole was fixed upon which were two red discs, the topmost one
having its centre the same height above the water as the black band and
the telescope. The second disc was four feet lower down. If the surface of
the water was perfectly straight for six miles, the telescope, the top red
disc, and the black band all being exactly the same height above the water;
the top red disc would be observed through the telescope projected on the
black band. If, however the six-mile stretch of water was convexly curved,
then the top disc would be seen to be higher than the black band. The
amount, given the size of the earth being known, was reckoned to be five
feet eight inches, although this might be marginally reduced to five feet due
to refraction.
The diagram illustrates the experiment.
The curved line in Fig. 1 and straight line
in Fig. 2 show the surface of the canal.
While A and C represent the two bridges,
and B is the pole midway between the
bridges. The telescope located at A,
the upper disc on pole B and the black
line on the bridge being all exactly the
same height above the water.

To be clear, if the surface of the water is flat, then looking at mark C with
the telescope A, the top disc B will cover the mark, but if the surface of the
water is curved, then the upper disc will appear above the black mark. If
the disc is more than four feet above the line joining the telescope and
black mark, then the lower disc will also appear above the black mark.
Before the experiment was carried out, a diagram of the arrangement was
given to John Hampden. He (Hampden), along with his referees Mr.
Carpenter and Mr. Walsh, agreed it showed what should be seen in the two
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cases, and they firmly declared that what was indicated in Fig. 2 is what
would be observed.
After the equipment was set up Mr. Carpenter checked that all the heights
above the water were the same as that of the telescope on the parapet of
the bridge. What was then observed in the large telescope was sketched
by Dr. Coulcher and signed by Mr. Field as correct. It was as in the
th
diagram published in the Field on March 26 1870 shown below.

“Signed by Mr. Carpenter.”—
Dr. Coulcher’s Report. “Signed!”

John Hampden refuted the result claiming the telescope wasn’t levelled
because it had no cross-hair.
To satisfy this objection Wallace borrowed a Troughton spirit level from a
King’s Lynn surveyor to determine if there was any ‘fall’ of the surface of
the water. This was subsequently set up on the bridge at exactly the same
height above the water as the other telescope, Mr. Carpenter checking that
the bubble was truly central and that the slightest movement of the screws
elevating or depressing it would cause the bubble to move away. The
focus was adjusted on the distant bridge, and the two discs on the central
pole. Dr. Coulcher looked at it followed by Mr. Carpenter who exclaimed,
‘Beautiful!, Beautiful!’ John Hampden asked him if it was all right. And
jumping up and down for joy Mr. Carpenter exclaimed it was perfect, it
showed all three points in ‘a perfect straight line;’ ‘as level as possible!’
Mr. Wallace requested Dr. Coulcher and Mr. Carpenter both to make
sketches.
A calico flag was affixed to the parapet of the Wenlow Bridge to make it
more visible. The party drove back to Old Bedford Bridge with their
instruments and the level was set up again at the proper height above the
water. Both referees were asked to make sketches of their observations
through the inverting level-telescope firstly from the Wenlow Bridge and
then from the Old Bedford Bridge. The observations were duly completed
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and signed as correct by Dr. Coulter.
The “Bedford Level”
Survey
Sketches by the two
referees (Hampden’s
and Wallace’s).
From the Field for
th
March 26 1870.
The cross-hair in the optical axis of the telescope mark the true level of any
object at a distance with respect to the telescope. Any point observed
above the cross-hair is above the level; any point below the cross-hair
being below the level. In the latter instance the line from the telescope to it
slopes downwards. The function of a surveyor’s level is to show the ‘true
level’, which it does with great accuracy.
The top disc on the pole was apparently more below the cross-hair than the
two discs were apart. This proved the surface of the water was not flat, nor
was it continuously extended in a straight line. Furthermore, that the
distant signal was again about the same distance, apparently below the
middle one, as that was below the telescope of the level, showed that the
surface of the water didn’t just slope down in a straight line, but was curved
downwards with regard to its surface at the starting point.
This is shown in the diagram.
The lower line is the curved
surface of the water.
Points A B C are three
points equidistant above
that surface. The topmost
line from A is the level line
shown by the cross-hair in
the level telescope.

If the water surface was truly level, points B and C must be cut by the
cross-hair. If the cross-hair did not show the true level, but pointed upwards,
and the water was truly level, then the distant mark, being the same height
above the water as the top disc at half the distance and the telescope,
these two objects must have appeared in a straight line – the nearer one
covering the more distant. It ought to appear on the straight line drawn
from the eye at A through B, whereas it appears a long way below it,
thereby proving curvature. What was to be shown was thus demonstrated.
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The view in the large telescope and in the level-telescope both told exactly
the same thing, and proved that the curvature was very nearly of the
amount calculated from the known dimensions of the earth.
There was however trouble on the horizon. John Hampden refused to look
through the telescopes, telling the group he trusted his referee, Mr.
Carpenter who declared they had won and that Wallace knew it full well.
Mr. Carpenter claimed that because the distant signal appeared below the
middle one as far as the middle one did below the cross-hair that this
proved the three were in a straight line, and that the earth was flat. He
rejected the view in the large telescope proving anything.
Initially John Hampden refused an umpire because Alfred Russel Wallace’s
referee refused to speak to his referee, Mr. Carpenter. Shortly after
however he agreed to Mr. Walsh being the umpire. John Hampden was
confident that Mr. Carpenter was right; the experiments had demonstrated
that the earth was flat, and no honest man could think otherwise.
Mr. Walsh decided that Alfred Russel Wallace had proved his argument.
He published the reports of the referees and their sketches in the Field of
th
th
18 March and 26 March.
A considerable correspondence was
maintained for several weeks.
At John Hampden’s request, Mr. Carpenter wrote a lengthy treatise to show
the experiments to be in his favour. Mr. Walsh wrote to John Hampden
saying the stakes should be handed to Alfred Russel Wallace. This
instigated John Hampden demanding his money back, claiming an unjust
decision which should have gone in his favour. Mr. Walsh was in error in
corresponding with John Hampden and this was to have serious
consequences for Alfred Russel Wallace.
The law declared all wagers null and void, and money lost by betting isn’t
recoverable at law. It had, however been decided that if a wager is given
against the loser by an umpire, the loser can claim his money back from
the stakeholder if it hasn’t been already paid to the winner. So, if a loser
immediately claims his money from the stakeholder, the law will enforce the
claim because it is his money, and its loss in a fair wager is beyond the
cognizance of the law. Neither Alfred Russel Wallace nor Mr. Walsh knew
this. The result was the money having to be paid back five years later.
John Hampden then set about vilifying Alfred Russel Wallace. He began
by abusing Mr. Walsh to whom he sent pamphlets, postcards, letters and
leaflets accusing him of being a liar, thief and swindler. He wrote vexatious
letters to the presidents and secretaries of all the societies to which Alfred
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Russel Wallace belonged, and to his friends with statements such as ‘Do
you know that Mr. A. R. Wallace is a cheat and a swindler.’
Matters took a more serious turn when he wrote to Mrs. Wallace, ‘Madam –
If your infernal thief of a husband is brought home some day on a hurdle,
with every bone in his head smashed to pulp, you will know the reason. Do
tell him from me he is a lying infernal thief, and as sure as his name is
Wallace he never dies in his bed. You must be a miserable wretch to be
obliged to live with a convicted felon. Do not think or let him think I have
done with him.’
For this letter, John Hampden was brought before a police magistrate and
bound over to keep the peace for three months. He had to spend a week
in prison before he found sureties. Once the three months was up, he
continued with further abuse.
John Hampden’s abuse of Alfred Russel Wallace continued during the next
fifteen to twenty years. There were multiple court cases involving John
Hampden, Mr. Walsh and Alfred Russel Wallace. John Hampden was
twice further sentenced to prison; two months in Newgate in 1873 and a
year at Chelmsford in 1875. In the latter case, his friends acquired his
liberation after six months. John Hampden confounded Alfred Russel
Wallace’s actions to recover his money by declaring himself bankrupt and
assigning his assets to his son-in-law with whom it appears a form of
settlement was finally made.
In 1885 Hampden wrote to Huxley as President of the Royal Society. His
letter included part of a biblical discussion he had had with Gladstone as
follows:‘I have thoroughly exposed that degraded blackleg, Alfred Russel Wallace,
as I would everyone who publicly identifies himself with such grossly false
science, which he had the audacity to claim to be true! If this man's
experiment on the Bedford canal was founded on fact, then the whole of
the Scriptures are false, from the first verse to the last. But your whole
system is based upon falsehood and fraud, and refusal of all discussion;
and such characters as Wallace seem to be your only champions.’
There followed a leaflet campaign where a thousand, two-page tracts were
circulated around Godalming where Alfred Russel Wallace was then living.
John Hampden even visited the Wallace home – probably so he could write
about the style of his (Wallace’s) living. Alfred Russel Wallace later
recorded that he regretted turning him away at the door.
Although the two law suits, four prosecutions for libel, payments and costs
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of the settlement, as well as the cost of the experiment on the canal
amounted to considerably more than the £500 Alfred Russel Wallace finally
received from Hampden, detail of the classic Old Bedford Canal experiment
conducted by Alfred Russel Wallace were still appearing in Geography
textbooks preparing students for GCE ‘O’ level Geography examinations in
1965!
John I Hickman
Sources
Anon., (1872). Astronomical Register: A Medium of Communication for
Amateur. Volumes 9 – 10; p 215, ‘Is the world round or flat?’
Anon., Croydon Advertiser and East Surrey Reporter, 7th February 1891; p5.
Anon., Derby Daily Telegraph, 28 January 1891; p2. ‘The Death of John Hampden.’
Anon., The Scotsman, 19 January 1874; p4.
Preece, D. M. and Wood, H. R. B., (1959). Modern Geography. Book 1.
The Foundations of Geography. University Tutorial Press. p 46.
Wallace, Alfred Russel., (1905). My life: A record of events and opinions.
London: Chapman & Hall. Volume 2. pp.364.376.
www.theflatearthsociety.org/forum/index.php?topic=54769.0.
Accessed August 2018.

General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR)
The Society is implementing its obligations under the GDPR by issuing the
following Data Privacy Statement.
Croydon Natural History and Scientific Society (CNHSS – The Society)
Data Privacy Statement – July 2018
The Society holds the following data on its Members: Name, Address,
Telephone Number(s), Email Address, Membership type, Subscription record.
Only Council Members, Trustees and Post Holders who require access to
this personal data needed to carry out their role within the Society are
provided with access to the data. This includes mailings of CNHSS
publications, maintaining membership and subscription records and contact
details for finding volunteers for specific purposes.
Information will not be shared with third parties without express permission
from the member concerned.
END
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Then and Now: comparing past and present
Central Croydon: the junction of High Street,
Crown Hill, North End and George Street
Then

© The John Gent Collection

This John Gent Collection view from the High Street posted 1909 looks
north along North End with Crown Hill on the left and George Street on the
right. The building on the far left stood at the top of Crown Hill. On the
right side of the hill the ornate building with the cupola topped with a crown
was the Crown Inn, an earlier building of which gave Crown Hill its name.
On the other side of North End the store of Allders stood next to the
Whitgift Almshouses which can be seen at the corner of North End with
George Street. As well as shops North End contained Wilson’s Oriental
Café and Tea Warehouse, restaurants, entertainment venues and the
Whitgift Grammar School.
The tram lines through High Street, North End and George Street show that
electric trams had arrived, so far as a single track. Policemen were present
to reduce accidents at the hazardous staggered junction between George
Street and Crown Hill, exacerbated by the faster trams, the motor car and
greater congestion due to increased traffic. The Almshouses had recently
been threatened with demolition to widen North End and would be so again
in the 1920s.
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Central Croydon: the junction of High Street,
Crown Hill, North End and George Street
Now

© CNHSS 2018

In 2018 as we know and can here see the Whitgift Almhouses survived the
campaigns for demolition and they remain in use as sheltered
accommodation under the terms laid down by Archbishop John Whitgift
more than four hundred years ago. Instead in the 1920s safety was
improved at the top of Crown Hill by replacing the left-hand corner building
and its neighbour with a single much narrower building, set back and out of
sight in the modern view above, initially Saxone Shoes and now an estate
agent. The Crown has been replaced by the building for Barclays Bank,
but otherwise North End now mainly contains shops including within the
Whitgift Centre, an innovation when opened in the late 1960s.
The tram lines through High Street and North End were removed in the
early 1950s when trams were replaced by buses. The Purley Way and
other roads divert most through traffic from the town centre and in the early
1990s North End was pedestrianised. The trams that returned to Croydon
in 2000 run from George Street down Crown Hill, and safety precautions at
the North End and George Street corner now comprise railings beside the
Almshouses and sometimes tooting by the trams.
Carole Roberts
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Then and Now: comparing past and present
South Norwood: Portland Road, from the junction of
Addison Road and Crowther Road
Then

© The John Gent Collection

This John Gent Postcard view posted in 1907 looks north west towards
Portland Road Railway Bridge from the junctions of Addison Road (right)
and Crowther Road (left). The clock
projecting from the wall of No. 62 is
that of E. Spratt, watchmaker and
jeweller. Spratt’s business clearly
had ‘sidelines’ as can be seen from
the 1908 advert in Norwood News.
At 60 was A.C. Wise, baker and confectioner, while at 58 was J.F.
Mabbott’s ham and beef warehouse. Of the 21 butchers in South Norwood
th
in 1909, ten were located in Portland Road. From early in 20 century a
market extended along the right hand stretch of road almost to the railway
bridge. Many of the stalls were in front of shops occupied by shop owners,
but there was friction between those who had stalls outside shops of which
they were not proprietors. The presence of the market is the reason buses
detour from Portland Road at Doyle (formerly Farley) Road, re-joining it just
before Portland Road Railway Bridge.
Although street lighting is evidently sparse; a recent improvement was the
‘making–up’ of the pavements with wooden blocks covered in tar.
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South Norwood: Portland Road, from the junction of
Addison Road and Crowther Road
Now

© CNHSS 2018

With the exception of Nos. 48 and 50, the street scene is the same as a
hundred years ago. The recent development at the former Foster Biggs
site at No. 50 – the taller rectangular building (centre right of the picture) is
uncharacteristic, and not subservient to surrounding buildings. It does,
however allow the substantial increase in density of domestic accommodation
currently being adopted by property development
lopment speculators necessary for
more homes. At street level it is presently a Citizens Advice Beareau.
The market was, to the regret of many local inhabitants, closed around 1948.
From the mid-1980s the frequency of shop closures rapidly increased. This
may have been due to changing consumer habits and expired leases.
leases
Typically, many closed shops have become
me domestic dwellings; others
reverted to fast food takeaway outlets, barbers and nail and hair extension
boutiques. Recent efforts are being made to revitalise the road with craft
shops and coffee cafes. The last butcher’s shop closed in 2016. N & C
Builders Merchants – a valued merchant at No. 64 – continues to offer a
very far reaching trade to building and decorating businesses.
businesses
Although few vehicles can be seen in this picture, it has been necessary to
introduce ‘traffic calming’ measures.
John I Hickman
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Ragwort – a Valuable Plant for Wildlife

© Graham Collins

Ragwort in flower

Common Ragwort Senecio jacobaea is a native, biennial in the Asteraceae
plant family that is utilised by many insects and even has some specialist
species.
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The issues around Ragwort and its toxicity to horses in particular are well
reported, and there are strong arguments for both its conservation and its
eradication.
However, it should be known that where Ragwort is
eradicated, local biodiversity can be negatively affected.

© Jovita Kaunang

Adult Cinnabar moth on Mitcham Common

This is exemplified by the day-flying moth, the Cinnabar Tyria jacobaeae, a
Ragwort specialist which is a UK Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Species,
having suffered a decline in numbers possibly due to Ragwort removal.
Its black and yellow ringed caterpillars [image next page] will completely
defoliate a Ragwort plant, so this moth’s survival depends on adequate
Ragwort being present at its known sites. Mitcham Common is an
example of a local site where I have recorded Cinnabar moths and
fortunately throughout the rest of Surrey this attractive insect is still
widespread.
When I found the red and black bug Spilostethus pandurus in 2015, which
was the first specimen recorded in the wild in Britain, it was feeding on
Ragwort. And in captivity, it fed on Ragwort flowers that had just gone
over.
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© Jovita Kaunang

Cinnabar moth caterpillars defoliating Ragwort

Other Ragwort specialists include the solitary bee Heriades truncorum and
its cleptoparasitic bee Stelis breviuscula. Both are nationally rare Red Data
Book species. Other specialists include several flea beetles, the smaller moth
Commophila aeneana and many flies. In fact, a recent report by the conservation
charity Buglife identifies 30 species of insect that are specific to Ragwort.
Of these, three are nationally rare and a further seven are nationally
scarce. These associations are either of larvae eating Ragwort, such as
when a caterpillar eats the leaves, or indirectly, such as a bee collecting
pollen to provision its nest. Furthermore, an even greater range of insects
such as butterflies and hoverflies visit Ragwort flowers in search of nectar.
It is certainly fair to say that Ragwort can become invasive, however, some
judicious weeding once it has gone to seed, allowing some plants to
remain, can contribute to supporting local species diversity and preventing
their declines. Even Ragwort in seed can support local wildlife: recently
Graham Collins reported seeing a Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis perched
on a Ragwort plant in his back garden feeding on its seeds. This is a good
example of how a more relaxed approach to gardening with native plants
can easily attract an interesting variety of wildlife.
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© Graham Collins

Invasive Canadian Goldenrod on Warren Farm by Nonsuch Park

Graham assures me that Ragwort is not difficult to manage in his garden,
and feels there are other invasive exotic plants that deserve greater
attention such as Cherry Laurel Prunus laurocerasus and Canadian
Goldenrod Solidago canadensis, which are currently causing a problem in
the environment, including in the Croydon area. I have personal experience
of the devastating impact of Canadian Goldenrod, having initiated with
fellow CNHSS member Roger Hawkins, the epic task of its eradication by
hand-pulling at Warren Farm, a chalk grassland site adjacent to Nonsuch
Park.
It is disappointing to see a native plant such as Ragwort having such a bad
press despite its role in the ecosystem, especially when other invasive
exotic species are still favoured by gardeners. A more balanced approach
is long overdue, whereby awareness could be raised and more action
taken to control other non-natives, such as Canadian Goldenrod and
Cherry Laurel. Many people will cite the dangers of Ragwort, yet remain
unaware of the damage and cost to the environment that such plants –
possibly thriving on their own land – can cause.
Jovita Kaunang

No. 162/3, September 2018

46
Articles by Paul W Sowan

page

Fire on Croham Hurst --------------------------------------------------------------- 47
London Wildlife Trust nature reserves in Croydon --------------------------- 48
My first encounter with the Society in 1949 ------------------------------------ 49
Claimed Roman culture of the saffron crocus at Croydon ----------------- 50
The last visible trace of the Croydon Airport Railway ------------------------ 51
The burial vault at St. Mary’s Church, Lambeth, and its Croydon
connections -------------------------------------------------------------------------- 52
A visit to the Grange Wood Museum, Thornton Heath, in 1912 ----------------- 53
Philip Green, British Home Stores, and Croydon ---------------------------- 54
Re-instatement of a Croydon Parish boundary post on the Beddington
border, on or near the Mere Bank --------------------------------------------- 54
Collection of Alfred Russel Wallace’s letters comes to light ----------------- 57
The Microscopical Club and Natural History Club visits the bottom of the
well at Addington in 1887 -------------------------------------------------------- 57
th

th

Water mills at the Old Palace in the late 18 / early 19 centuries ------ 59
The Drovers’ Road cattle market: one cattle trough or two? ----------------- 61
Croydon’s proposed fourth tram tunnel: a threat to Heathfield averted - 63
The other CNHSS ceases publication of Proceedings ---------------------- 64
Congratulations to the Leatherhead and District Local History Society - 64
The weekend we took over Croydon Town Hall ------------------------------ 65
Tamworth Road: why Tamworth? ------------------------------------------------ 66
The day over 700 people turned up for one of our meetings ---------------- 67
An Edwardian free newspaper: The Sanderstead and South Croydon
Review -------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 68
James Glaisher FRS [1809 – 1903]: An adventurous Victorian and
former resident of South Croydon --------------------------------------------- 70
A railway oddity at Croydon ------------------------------------------------------- 71

CNHSS Bulletin

47
Fire on Croham Hurst
The London Fire Brigade, with four fire engines and 21 men, attended a fire
at the top of Breakneck Hill, Croham Hurst, on Saturday 20 June 2018.
These followed some weeks of very hot, dry weather reminiscent of the
summer of 1976.
About 40% of the heather growing around the margins of the more easterly
of the two open heathland areas on the summit of the hill has been burned
to the ground. There was another such incident in the same area on
Wednesday 4 July. The fires seem most likely to have been caused by
discarded cigarettes, as the seat at the top of Breakneck Hill is usually
surrounded by cigarette ends, not to mention plastic bottles and lager cans
tossed down-slope into the heather.
The small areas of heathland at Croham Hurst and Addington Hills are
important elements in Greater London’s biodiversity, this habitat being
otherwise poorly represented, much having been lost by the spread of
secondary woodland such as at Hayes Common. The encroachment of
bracken and birch have been stemmed by Trust for Nature Volunteers
working parties in recent years, and the success of this work monitored by
Malcolm Jennings and Jane McLauchlin. Of particular concern is the deep
erosion gully at the top of the hill where management in recent years has
encouraged re-vegetation by heather, and discouraged further erosion by
younger persons using it as something of an adventure playground. The
term ‘Breakneck Hill’ has been in use at least from 1877 onwards, although
how or why it acquired the name seems not to be known.
Although the heather is expected to regenerate, there is concern for the
population of lizards known to inhabit this location. Within weeks of the
fires new growth of bracken was noted, and it is to be expected that
continued conservation management will be needed to discourage bracken
and birch in favour of heather.
The writer remembers, as a boy, assisting fire-fighting on Croham Hurst in
the 1950s, The fire or fires then were in woodland on the lower slopes of
the south-facing escarpment, and may have been the result of ‘camp fires’.
SOURCE: O’CONNOR, Tara, 2018, Appeal: desperate plea after stunning
heathland is ruined. ‘If you go down to the woods today … don’t light
fires’. Croydon Advertiser, 13 July 2018, page 9.
Paul W Sowan
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London Wildlife Trust nature reserves in Croydon
The London Wildlife Trust manages 34 nature reserves in Greater London
including five in the London Borough of Croydon to which there is
unrestricted free access. They are probably not as well known, even to
members, as they deserve to be. The following details are extracted from a
recently published pocket guidebook.
Bramley Bank, Riesco Drive, South Croydon. 10.4 hectares of restored
woodland and heathland and a woodland pond.
Chapel Bank, Featherbed Lane, Addington. 13.4 hectares of chalk
grassland and some ancient woodland, noted for butterflies and orchids.
Hutchinsons Bank, Featherbed Lane, Addington. 19.9 hectares of chalk
grassland and woodland, noted for butterflies and orchids.

Riddlesdown, Riddlesdown Road, Kenley. 1.98 hectares of chalk grassland
and yew woodland (SSSI) between the City of London land and the railway line.
Threecorner Grove, Featherbed Lane, Addington.
chalk woodland, noted for birdlife.

1.5 hectares ancient

SOURCE: London Wildlife Trust, 2018, Your wild guide to the nature
reserves of the London Wildlife Trust. London Wildlife Trust: 72pp.
Paul W Sowan
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My first encounter with the Society in 1949
I was first aware that Croydon had a natural history society when a nineyear-old schoolboy. The occasion was the Manufacturing & Industrial
th
th
Exhibition held on 7 to 16 July 1949, at Fairfield. Most of the Fair Field
th
had been excavated for gravel in the 19 century, and the floor of this
extensive gravel pit was then used by the London, Brighton & South
Coast Railway until purchased by Croydon Corporation for a planned new
civic centre which never materialised as a result of World War II. After
the war the pit became a large open-air car park. During July 1949
almost three acres was occupied by marquees accommodating displays
and stands almost exclusively taken by commercial and industrial
concerns and local and central government departments. Our society’s
stand was unique in being organised by an entirely voluntary cultural
body. Our presence was almost certainly down to Leslie Haywood
Hounsfield [1877 – 1957] who served as President for 1949 – 1950.
Hounsfield was an engineer best known for his manufacturing Trojan cars
in Croydon. Trojan Ltd as well as Hounsfield’s companies Hounsfield Ltd
and Tensometer Ltd had stands.
I visited the exhibition with my father who entered into a lengthy discussion
with our representative at the Society’s stand. The result of this was a
subsequent visit to Selsdon Wood to find Herb Paris (Paris quadrifolia). My
only other lasting memories of the Exhibition are of some railway lines
remaining in place, and an automatic lathe turning out ornamental table
legs!
The Society’s entry in the Souvenir Catalogue for the exhibition stated that
we had ‘many notable scientists’ among our past and present members.
Our 1951 membership list includes ten ‘notable’ engineers or scientists, of
whom five were active and held office.
I joined the Society as an undergraduate in 1960, and served as Secretary
from 1963 and, later, Librarian and President.
SOURCE
BRITISH EXHIBITION ENTERPRISES LTD, 1949, Croydon Manufacturing
th
and Industrial Exhibition, “Fairfield,” Croydon, Thursday, July 7 to
th
Saturday, July 16 1949. Brighton: British Exhibition Enterprises Ltd: 88pp.
Paul W Sowan
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Claimed Roman culture of the saffron crocus at Croydon
During the last two to three years claims have been published in the local
newspapers and in a display at the Museum of Croydon that it is an
established fact that the saffron crocus was deliberately cultivated as a
crop at Croydon during the Roman occupation of Britain. There is no direct
archaeological or historical evidence to support such a claim. The
supposed Roman origin for the town’s place-name is based on the
interpretation of the earliest recorded spelling of our town’s name,
Crogedene, in AD 871 and Crogdaene in AD 890, in Saxon times, some
centuries after the Romans had departed. The name was probably
pronounced much as it is today as the letter ‘g’ (as twice in Swedish
Gothenburg) was thought to be sounded as a modern ‘y’.
The interpretation of Crogedene as meaning ‘a place where the saffron
crocus was cultivated’ is that favoured by the English Place-Name Society
in 1934, confirmed in the 2004 Cambridge Dictionary of English Place
The other English
Names based on that Society’s updated records
settlement called Croydon, a very small place ten miles south-west of
Cambridge, is interpreted by that society as a place frequented by crows,
but the earliest known spelling for Croydon (Cambridgeshire) is from the
much more recent Domesday survey of 1086.
There is much scope for confusion. For example, various species of two
quite different genera of flowering plants have been referred to as ‘crocus’.
There are 43 recorded European species of Crocus, of which Crocus
sativus has been cultivated for saffron, the dried stigmas of the plant used
as a spice. Crocus sativus does not grow wild in Britain, but was
th
undoubtedly cultivated commercially in Essex in the 16 century at a place
called Walden or Chipping Walden, but since then as Saffron Walden.
There are also 23 European species of Colchicum of which Colchicum
autumnale is well known in gardens as the Autumn crocus. The true
Crocus grown in English gardens flowers in the spring, but (like Colchicum
autumnale) Crocus sativus flowers in the Autumn.
Very little archaeological evidence is known for a Roman settlement at
Croydon, other than some high quality ceramic ware found quite recently
near Lower Coombe Street, and no Roman name for the place we now call
Croydon is known. David Bird’s article of 2012 is the most recent
authoritative summary of the place-name debate, but although he favours
the Crocus sativus interpretation he confirms that this is very much theory
rather than established fact.
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SOURCES
BIRD, David, 2012, Croydon, crocus and collyrium. London Archaeologist
13 (4), 87 – 90.
GOVER, J.E.B., A. MAWER, and F.M. STENTON, 1934, The place-names
of Surrey. Cambridge University Press: English Place-Name Society
Volume XI. xlvi + 445pp [Reissued with some addenda and corrigenda on
pages xlv – xlvi in 1969] [SBN 521-07506-8]
SAFFRON WALDEN MUSEUM, ND, The saffron crocus. Saffron Walden
Museum Leaflet 13: 12pp.
Paul W Sowan

The last visible trace of the Croydon Airport Railway
A small part of the route of the branch line which served what became
Croydon Airport is still recognisable as a property boundary, and indeed
has in recent years formed part of the boundary between the London
Boroughs of Croydon and Sutton.
During the First World War what was later to become Croydon Airport was
established as National Aircraft Factory No. 1 at Waddon, part of it lying in
Croydon and part in Beddington. The factory assembled aircraft deployed
in France and Belgium during the war. A branch railway line for delivery of
parts and components was built in 1915 from the Croydon to Sutton line,
the junction being a short way to the west of the original Beddington /
Croydon parish boundary. A single locomotive was used on the branch.
Trains from the London direction would run past the junction and then, on
signals and points being changed, be propelled backwards around a curve
and uphill to the factory. The uphill part of the branch was parallel to and
on the Beddington side of the parish boundary. It is on record that the rails
remained in place until they were lifted in 1924.
The curved property boundary in question forms the north-eastern corner of
a playing field on the south side of the Croydon to Sutton railway line. This
playing field can be reached via Headley Avenue, off Stafford Road in
Beddington, but is apparently privately owned, with no public access.
Three of its four corners are approximately right angles, but the boundary in
the north-east corner is curved and follows the curve of the airport railway
branch. The small parcel of land between the curve, the railway line, and
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an adjoining industrial or warehousing area was an isolated part of the
London Borough of Sutton until the 1990s when several small changes
were made to Croydon’s borough boundaries. The land now falls within the
London Borough of Croydon. Modern maps now show a small deviation
from what had been a perfectly straight line boundary.
Paul W Sowan

The burial vault at St. Mary’s Church, Lambeth, and its
Croydon connections
In 2017 the re-discovery was reported of an apparently unrecorded burial
vault under the chancel floor of the now de-consecrated church of St. Mary,
at Lambeth. This vault is in fact recorded in Ducarel’s history of Croydon
(page 76), in connection with the death of Archbishop of Canterbury
Matthew Hutton, the last Archbishop to reside at Croydon palace, as
follows …
His Grace’s corpse was deposited in Lambeth Church, in a vault a few
yards from the communion table, which vault happened to be vacant,
having originally been made for Mrs. Wake, who was afterwards removed
to Croydon, and where Mrs. Potter had likewise lain some time, till she was
likewise carried to Croydon, where both these ladies were placed near the
remains of their respective husbands.
Matthew Hutton [1693 – 1758] was Archbishop of Canterbury in the two
years 1757 – 1758 until his death on 19 March 1758. He was not one of
the six archbishops buried at Croydon, so is presumably still at Lambeth,
where the vault in 2017 reportedly contained from twenty to thirty lead
coffins. Mrs. Wake was the wife of Archbishop William Wake [1657 – 1737]
who was Archbishop 1716 – 1737. Mrs. Potter was the wife of John Potter
[c. 1674 – 1747] who was Archbishop 1737 – 1747.
The church is now home to the Museum of Garden History, and stands
next to Lambeth Palace.
SOURCES:
DUCAREL, A.C., 1783, Some account of the town, church, and
archiepiscopal palace of Croydon, page 76.
WHITE, Steve, 2017, Under the chancel: discovering a ‘hidden’ crypt in
Lambeth church. Current Archaeology 28(330), 36 – 41.
Paul W Sowan
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A visit to the Grange Wood Museum, Thornton Heath, in 1912
th

On Saturday 13 April 1912 a party of members of the Selborne Society
enjoyed a guided visit to the Grange Wood Gardens and Museum at
Thornton Heath, led by the museum’s curator, Edward Alfred Martin.
Martin [1864 – 1943], a South Norwood resident, was a former President of
the Croydon Natural History & Scientific Society.
The published report tells us that …
This afternoon a most enjoyable time was spent in the Grange Wood
Gardens and Museum, Croydon, under the kind and able guidance of the
Curator, Mr. Edward Martin FGS. The grounds, comprising an area of
twenty-nine acres, extending from Thornton Heath towards West Croydon,
are undulating and picturesque, owing to a certain natural wildness which
they retain. Several fine trees are to be seen in the grounds. The Tulip
Tree, with its strange square-looking leaves, has not been known to flower
yet. The interesting little plant called Butcher’s Broom or Knee Holly
(Ruscus aculeatus), the only British shrubbery monocotyledon showing
minute green flowers, grows around the lake and on the borders. We were
told about the geological formation of the spot: how the gardens stand on
London Clay, between two valleys, through which run the now diminished
rivers of the Ravensbourne and Wandle. The lower surrounding ground
consists of beds of sand, gravel, and oyster beds of Woolwich formation.
The Chalk which runs under London was found one hundred and sixty-five
feet beneath the surface, in 1891. The Museum is very airy and well
arranged, and possesses a first-rate collection of interesting zoological and
geological specimens. Implements of the Eolithic, Palaeolithic, and
Neolithic ages are also represented. The treasures of the Museum were
far from being exhausted when the party adjourned to an excellent and
much enjoyed tea, after which a very hearty vote of thanks was accorded to
our guide, Mr. Martin.
SOURCE: MARTIN, E.A., 1912, Excursion … Grange Wood Gardens and
Museum, Croydon … 13 April 1912. The Selborne Magazine 23 (270),
page 112.

Paul W Sowan
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Philip Green, British Home Stores, and Croydon
Philip Nigel Ross Green, in the news in the last few years as the disgraced
former owner of British Home Stores, was born at Tamworth Road,
Croydon, on 15 March 1952, but his family lived here only briefly. His only
other recorded connection with Croydon is his association with Kate Moss,
formerly a Sanderstead resident, now a millionaire model. Green, whose
knighthood has been proposed to be withdrawn, is the subject of a recently
published biography and business history.
SOURCE: SHAH, Oliver, 2018, Damaged goods: the inside story of Sir
Philip Green, the collapse of BHS and the death of the High Street,
Portfolio Penguin: xx + 299pp [ISBN 978-0-241-34118-6]
Paul W Sowan

Re-instatement of a Croydon Parish boundary post on the
Beddington border, on or near the Mere Bank

Some 18 or so persons
gathered in a small patch of
publicly accessible woodland
at the north end of Overhill
Road on Sunday afternoon,
16 July 2017, to witness the
re-instatement of a Croydon
Parish boundary post dated
1894. The post, which had
been rescued by our member
John Adams some years ago,
had been dug up in the
garden of a house in Overhill
Road some years ago. It has
now been placed, still on the
Beddington
/
Croydon
boundary, some yards further
north of its original position.
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At least a dozen of these cast iron posts are known to survive, and have
been recorded in the Society’s records. Those recorded so far bear
various dates from 1888 to 1928. The significance of the dates is not clear.
Most of the posts have CROYDON PARISH and the date on them,
although two in Littleheath Woods have CROYDON BOROUGH. One in
Galpins Road also has the name of the iron-founders who made it,
Wenham & Water Ltd of Croydon.
The six or seven more or less easily found posts on the Croydon /
Sanderstead boundary on Croham Hurst all have the lettering and date
facing into Croydon, and it is assumed this is the correct orientation. The
Overhill Road post has been placed back to front, on the grounds that most
persons encountering it in the woodland will approach from the Overhill
Road entrance on the Beddington side, and immediately see its
significance.
John Adams ‘adopted’ the 1894 post in the course of his researches into
the enigmatic ‘Mere Bank’, a linear earthwork which once reputedly ran for
at least three miles along the parish boundary from Purley to the south
bank of the river Wandle. Much of this feature was destroyed during the
construction from about 1915 onwards of the No. 1. Aircraft Factory (later
re-developed as Croydon Airport). The Purley end of the Mere Bank
survives between Russel Hill Road and the Coldharbour Lane bridleway.
The earliest known published reference naming the Mere Bank was that of
Cuthbert Johnson in a paper read before the Surrey Archaeological Society
meeting at Croydon on 12 June 1856.
In 1917 members of the Croydon Natural History and Scientific Society
received permission from the Aeronautical Supply Department of the Air
Board for an archaeological excavation in the site being developed for a
National Aircraft Works near the corner of Coldharbour Lane (now Purley
Way) and Stafford Road, ‘with the object of investigating Mere Bank and
[making] sections across it for the purpose of ascertaining its origin’. The
result was that ‘the idea of Mere Bank being an old Roman road or very
ancient trackway was abandoned’. Nothing was found other than a
‘superficial’ layer six to eight inches thick consisting of ‘a layer of straw,
chalk, burnt material, and brick rubbish’. There was no trace of a
foundation, and no parallel ditch or ditches were reported.
In 1978 members of the same society excavated three sites further south,
again to seek evidence for the Mere Bank or a Roman road. Three
trenches were dug in the garden of 1 Overhill Road, another to the north-
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east between the Borough boundary and Purley Way, and a third on the
east side of Purley Way. It was concluded that ‘the excavation provides no
support for the theory that the Borough boundary follows the line of a
Roman trackway. However it does show that the boundary was here once
marked by a bank with ditches on both sides although this bank was
markedly different from the Mere Bank as recorded further north.
An interesting question is the origin of material used to build the Mere Bank
which is or was, as recorded by Ivan Margary and cited by John Adams, 30
feet wide and four feet wide, or more in places. From Purley to the Wandle
the earthwork reportedly ran in a straight line for some three miles and
would, therefore, have called for something like 60 cubic yards of material
to build each yard of bank, or a total of up to 317,000 cubic yards
altogether. The most likely source would of course have been a parallel
ditch, or possibly one ditch each side. The trench in the garden at Overhill
Road did prove a bank of predominantly undisturbed chalk just over two
metres wide flanked by two side ditches, the overall dimensions being far
short of those reported by Margary.
References
ADAMS, John S., 2012, The Mere Bank: the boundary between Croydon
and Beddington [Draft dated October 2012]. Printout: 34pp [Copy in
CNHSS Archives]
GOWER, Graham, 2017, The Mere Bank, Croydon: a lost and forgotten
earthwork. London Archaeologist 15(1), 21 – 25.
JOHNSON, Cuthbert William, 1858, Notices of Cold Harbour, Croydon.
Surrey Archaeological Collections 1, 203 – 212.
MAJOR, Albany Featherstonehaugh [1858 – 1925], 1918, Mere Bank.
Proc. CNHSS 8(4), cxxx – cxxxi.
SAVAGE, Richard W., 1978, The Overhill Road and Coldharbour Lane
excavations: an interim report. CNHSS Archaeology Section Newsl. 43, 3 – 5.
SAVAGE, Richard W., 1980, Excavations on Croydon Downs, 1978. Proc.
CNHSS 16(9), 304 – 310 [Purley Way Playing Fields / Overhill Road /
[Mere Bank / Roman Road]

Paul W Sowan

CNHSS Bulletin

57
Collection of Alfred Russel Wallace’s letters comes to light
A hitherto unknown collection of 24 letters written by our Society’s most
distinguished former member, Alfred Russel Wallace [1823 – 1913], has
come to light. They were addressed to James Marchant, who edited
Wallace’s ‘Letters and reminiscences’ published in 1916. Wallace, coauthor with Charles Darwin of the theory of evolution, complained to
Marchant ‘after being awarded almost every prize at the Royal Society’s
disposal’ that he was ‘rather tired of medals’. He was ‘a man with an acute
dread of pomp and circumstance, who regarded the honours bestowed on
him as something of a nuisance’. On being awarded the Order of Merit he
declined to attend the ceremony at Buckingham Palace, ‘partly because he
did not want to buy a new suit’. The collection of papers includes
unpublished notes for a book ‘Darwin and Wallace‘ on which Wallace and
Marchant had been working.
SOURCE: WALLACE, Alfred Russel [1823 – 1913], 2017, Evolutionary
theorist’s letters offer clues about true origins of his underdog status. The
Guardian, 15 July 2017, page 15 [Reported by Hannah Devlin]
Paul W Sowan

The Microscopical Club and Natural History Club visits the
bottom of the well at Addington in 1887
One of the Society’s more adventurous (and remarkably well attended)
excursions was to the depths of Addington Well in February 1887. The visit
was described in our Proceedings as follows …
The first excursion of the season was to the Croydon Corporation well at
Addington, and took place at an earlier period of the year than usual. It
arose in this way: Mr. Walker, the Borough Engineer, having some time
before very kindly offered to show me over the works then in progress, it
occurred to me that the members of the Club might like to join in a visit to a
work of considerable importance to the town. But time was pressing, as
the adits were nearly completed, and the workmen on the point of being
withdrawn; besides, the volume of water was rapidly increasing and likely
to overpower the pumps. Accordingly Mr. Councillor Morland, the chairman
of the Water Committee, on being consulted, undertook to receive the
members of the Club as soon as the necessary arrangements could be
made.
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Thomas Walker, Borough Engineer for Croydon, had been a member of the
Croydon Microscopical and Natural History Club, as our Society was then
known, from May 1877. Charles Coleby Morland [c. 1839 – 1908] was the
son of John Morland of Morland Park, after which Morland Road is named.
th

The meeting came off on, the 5 of February [1887], between 3 and 5.30
pm. The afternoon was very fine, and the party, numbering some seventy
or eighty persons, was met on the spot by Mr. Morland, Mr. Walker, Mr.
Topley, and several workmen. The former gentleman then proceeded to
give the assembly an account of the general undertaking, while Mr. Walker
exhibited a plan and section of the adits and headings with the springs, and
explained the pumping arrangements, those for ventilating the headings,
and the methods of raising the chalk. Mr. Topley gave an open-air lecture
on the geological features of the strata pierced by the well. At the time of
the visit the pumps were raising 2,000,000 gallons of water daily, which
flowed on the surface to Addington village.
William Topley [1841 – 1894] was a Croydon resident, member of the Club
since joining in 1880, and a distinguished geologist best known as the
author of the Geological Survey’s comprehensive work on ‘The geology of
the Weald’ published in 1875.
Having observed all that there was to be seen on the surface, some twenty
of the party armed with candles, and dressed in flannel suits and indiarubber boots, or else workmen’s jackets, were lowered two at a time in the
tub used for conveying the excavated chalk to the surface, to a depth of
148 feet, the well itself being several feet deeper, and from thence, under
the guidance of Mr. Walker, explored the adits, the longest of which was
889 feet. These galleries were not quite horizontal, but all rose slightly
proceeding from the well, so that the water readily found its way along the
bottom to the well from which they radiated. The fissures in the chalk
bearing the water presented some very interesting features. From one of
them three or four inches in width and extending across the entire breadth
and height of the adit, I extracted from one side of the fissure a fragment of
grooved and striated chalk, which had evidently been in rubbing contact
with the opposite face of the fissure, the whole fissure being similarly
marked. The fissure contained some extremely finely-pulverised mould [?
soil], which possibly had in some way got down there from the surface.
Notwithstanding nearly all those who ventured below got a good wetting,
everyone, I believe, was quite satisfied and thoroughly enjoyed the
expedition.
th

At the ordinary meeting of the Club held on 9 February 1887, four days
after the visit, the members carried unanimously a motion ‘That a cordial
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vote of thanks be accorded to the Water Committee of the Corporation for
inviting the Club to inspect the new well at Addington, and to Messrs.
Morland, Topley, and Walker, for receiving the members and describing the
characteristics of the well’.
Additionally to the deep vertical shaft, the Addington Well also has a
number of near-horizontal adits driven in various directions at various
depths. The purpose of these is to increase the yield of water by
intersecting water-bearing fissures, as described, in the chalk. Such adits
are a common feature of deep public supply wells made in the Victorian
era.
The author of the report of this visit was probably Dr. H.G. Thompson, a
member of the Club and of Croydon’s Water Committee: he became the
th
Club’s 8 President in 1889.
SOURCE: THOMPSON, H.G., 1887, Excursion … Croydon Corporation
well at Addington. Proc. Microscopical and Natural History Club 3(2), lxvi –
lxvii.
Paul W Sowan

Water mills at the Old Palace in the late 18th / early 19th
centuries
Lilian Thornhill has assembled and published evidence for two waterpowered mills at Croydon Palace, evidently erected at some time after the
sale of the buildings in 1780 and demolished before their purchase by the
Seventh Duke of Newcastle-under-Lyme (Henry Pelham Archibald Douglas
Pelham-Clinton, at the time in his early 20s) and gift to the Sisters of the
Church in 1887. Her study includes reproductions of the known depictions
of the two water-wheels.
During the period 1780 – 1887 a number of occupiers had the use of
various parts of the buildings, including persons carrying on the business of
textile printers, and other persons washing and bleaching cloth. The textile
printing operation appears to have been located at or immediately outside
the main gatehouse to the palace. Thornhill has supplied the names of
nine persons at the palace identified as calico printers, at various dates
from 1802 to 1842. A second watermill, located in the small southern
courtyard, appears to have been used in connection with the bleaching
business. Nearly 30 persons described as bleachers are noted between
1811 and 1851.
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The northern mill
The former presence of a northern mill is evidenced by a sale map dated
1797, on which the location is indicted at the west end of Lord’s Pond, and
by a deed dated 1833 which stated that there had been a mill and
equipment for printing calico on the south-west edge of Lord’s Pond, a site
that would have been immediately outside the three storey gatehouse
(demolished in about 1808) at what is now the junction of Church Road and
Old Palace Road.
A painting entitled ‘The Mill’ attributed to William Varley, dated about 1800,
shows the exterior of the gatehouse as seen across Lord’s Pond. A
surprisingly small diameter overshot water-wheel turning anti-clockwise is
depicted on the north face of the building to the left of the main entrance.
Somewhat ludicrously, the water turning this wheel is seen at a height
some feet above the level of the pond which supposedly supplied it. The
implication conveyed by the artist is that whatever machinery was being
driven by this wheel was inside the gatehouse building. It seems highly
unlikely that this painting was made by Varley at the scene. It appears to
confirm only that a watermill did exist at this approximate location, but
otherwise seems likely to be largely a product of the artist’s imagination.
A second illustration, dated 1808, showing the gatehouse from about the
same location, shows a lean-to shed in the supposed position of the waterwheel.
From about 1803 the Croydon, Merstham & Godstone Iron Railway,
opened to traffic in 1805, was constructed over land immediately on the
north side of the gatehouse, and therefore apparently over the site of the
water-wheel and of part of Laud’s Pond [sic], and perhaps of the mill itself.
The demolition of the gatehouse soon afterwards, perhaps in 1806 or 1808,
appears not to have been a consequence of the railway.
Garrow, in 1818, recorded that:
A lace manufactory conducted by machinery was established at the palace,
but is now discontinued. Here are also large bleaching grounds, for calicos
and cottons, which serve also for the purpose of drying them after the
operation of printing.
Whenever the northern mill closed, its machinery may well have been
advertised for sale, although no details have as yet been located.
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The southern mill
The southern water wheel was at the western end of the small southern
courtyard, and was clearly an undershot wheel. As depicted by John Nash
in about 1830 it can be seen, from the human figures shown near it, to
have had a diameter of ten to twelve feet or so. The location is labelled
‘mill shed’ on Thornhill’s re-drawn version of the 1797 sale plan, as also a
‘mill’ within the great hall.
Whatever machinery might have been driven by this wheel would have
been beyond the west wall of the courtyard. A watercourse is shown on
the 1797 plan, running along the south front of the palace buildings. How
water entered and left the small courtyard to turn the wheel is not clear,
although it seems unlikely that a tunnel was made for the purpose below
adjoining parts of the palace buildings.
A further problem concerning this wheel is the question of quantity and
consistency of flow. There is no evidence for a mill pond upstream from
the wheel to accumulate a head of water or to accommodate excess water
in times of flood. And, being very close to the permanent springs at the
head of the Wandle, no large average flow could be expected. Bourne
flows every few years would have augmented a presumably generally low
flow.
SOURCE:
THORNHILL, Lilian, 1987, From Palace to Washhouse: a study of the Old
Palace, Croydon, from 1780 to 1887. Proc. Croydon Natural History and
Scientific Society 17(9), 209 – 247 [Reprinted with illustrations in colour in
2003]
Paul W Sowan

The Drovers’ Road cattle market: one cattle trough or two?
Drovers Road, as the current signs at each end have it, was at first more
grammatically correctly Drovers’ Road, on account of the numerous
persons who drove animals ‘on the hoof’ from the Kent / Surrey borders to
the cattle market that opened here on 10 July 1851. The event that day
was described in some detail in the Illustrated London News, as follows:
The town of Croydon (thanks to the Board of Health) is making rapid strides
in sanitary improvement, and will shortly be well drained and supplied with
water. Among other manifest tokens, we may adduce the Cattle-market,
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which has been re-erected on a substantial foundation, with good
approaches thereto, well screened from the high-roads, and provided with
ample accommodation for 1400 sheep and pigs, with sheds for 200 calves,
and stands for 200 head of cattle. The roofs of the sheds are of galvanised
corrugated iron, supported on cast-iron columns and cornice gutters; the
sheep pens are of wrought iron, let into granite curbs, and paved with
convenient walks, to facilitate the examination of the stock. The Market is
well supplied with water from a well and pump in the centre, with tank and
troughs; and good drainage is also provided. The site is laid out to allow of
the easy extension of the Market, which must be a valuable acquisition to
the increasing neighbourhood. It will doubtless be well attended by the
respectable butchers from the southern environs of London, and must
prove beneficial to the farmers and graziers of Surrey, Sussex, and Kent,
being of easy access from the railways traversing those counties. The
works have been carried on with spirited expedition, and completed in
th
about three months, and the Market was opened for business on the 10
instant.
The illustration on page 109 is drawn as if from an elevated position to the
north west of the market, a range of hills (representing the Croham Hurst
ridge) and the Brighton line with a locomotive hauled train appearing in the
background. The market is depicted as a square enclosure bounded by
plain walls on the north (Drovers Road) and west (Brighton Road) sides,
the other two sides bounded by open-sided sheds. Within the market there
are pens holding cattle and smaller animals, with a pump and circular water
trough at the centre. There are gated entrances to what would become
Drovers’ Road at the NE and NW corners. This illustration has been
reprinted on numerous occasions, for example in Ronald Bannerman’s
book Forgotten Croydon published in 1993.
The illustration does indeed show a hand-operated pump, and a circular
‘tank’ or trough which, as best one can tell, is of stone. The pump and
‘tank’ would have been in the open space between the present three blocks
of council flats erected on the market site after it closed in 1935.
Those whose memories extend back to the 1940s and 1950s will recall that
a very large circular stone cattle trough then stood in the centre of Drovers’
Road, near the Selsdon Road end. At some subsequent time this was relocated by Croydon Council to its present site in Norbury Park.
An article in Croydon Reports in January 2001 states the trough now in
Norbury Park to be ‘an original feature of the market’, but this seems not to
be the case. The Norbury Park trough, in large part carved from a single
very large piece of granitic rock, has incised lettering on one side stating it
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to be the gift of H. Prater MD 1885. Comparison with the 1851 illustration
shows the original trough to have been of about the same diameter and
height as that at Norbury, but lacking the raised central portion now seen.
We therefore appear to have two troughs, that of 1851 and that on 1881.
What happened to the first trough, of 1851 and who was H. Prater?
SOURCE: ANON, 1851, New cattle market at Croydon. Illustrated London
News 19(504) (26 July 1851), pages 109 – 110 (illustration on page 109)
Paul W Sowan

Croydon’s proposed fourth tram tunnel: a threat to
Heathfield averted
Whereas central London once had a single tram tunnel, large enough to
take double-deck trams from Kingsway to the Embankment, Croydon has
three currently in use. These run under Park Hill and were originally made
for the Woodside & South Croydon Railway in the 1880s. Train services
were discontinued in 1983, and trams have used the three closely spaced
tunnels since 2000.
Under the original plans for Croydon Tramlink, in 1991, there was to have
been a fourth tunnel, bored under the high ground between Coombe Lane
and Gravel Hill. This would have been traversed by trams descending a
cutting on the alignment
of Sunken Road, then
turning right through a
new tunnel under the
roundabout at the top of
Gravel Hill, exiting in the
gardens at Heathfield.
By 1996 this alignment
was being reconsidered,
resulting in more powerful
trams being ordered to
cope with the steeper
gradient, and a level
crossing instead of the
tunnel, at a saving of £2m.
SOURCE: TRAMTRACK CROYDON LTD, 1996, Tramlink on the right
track. Coombe Lane / Gravel Hill alignment review. Croydon Reports 9
(Summer 1996), page 8.
Paul W Sowan
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The other CNHSS ceases publication of Proceedings
The ‘other CNHSS’ is the
Coventry and District Natural
History and Scientific Society,
which was established at that
place in 1909. Its Proceedings
have been published in the
years 1909 to 1917, and after World War I continuously from 1930.
Publication has now been discontinued, the last issue being part 10 of
volume 8, issued in December 2016. The editor notes amongst reasons
the difficulty in attracting appropriate material for publication, a declining
membership, and the growing dominance of the internet. Escalating
postage rates for printed materials were no doubt also a consideration,
The Coventry society will now publish exclusively electronically. Our own
Society, founded in 1870, is in a happier condition, having successfully
continued publication of our own Proceedings continuously since 1871,
including through two world wars. One reason, no doubt, is that during the
last 146 years we have widened our range of interests beyond natural
history to include, most prominently, archaeology and local history,
although along the way we have had relatively short-lived sections devoted
to astronomy, chemistry and physics, and psychology and social science.
th
We are now looking forward to celebrating our 150 anniversary.
Paul W Sowan

Congratulations to the Leatherhead and District Local
History Society
th

As we in Croydon turn our thoughts to celebrating our 150 anniversary,
which falls due in April 2020, we congratulate our younger sister society in
th
Leatherhead on their own 70 anniversary last year. The two societies
have much in common, such as a continuous publishing record from the
start, and being responsible for their own archives and library. The
Leatherhead & District Local History Society operates from its small
museum, open to the public at advertised times, in Hampton Cottage in
Church Street. It issues well-presented Proceedings, as well as a
Newsletter, not to mention numerous books about Leatherhead and nearby
villages. Stephen Fortescue, a founder member in 1946, attended the
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anniversary celebration on 18 November 2016, and has contributed a short
note about 1940s life in the February 2017 newsletter.
Paul W Sowan

The weekend we took over Croydon Town Hall
Our Society, from the 1890s to about the 1960s, was a member of the
South-Eastern Union of Scientific Societies, along with numerous more or
less similar bodies in the Home Counties. The larger societies took it in
turns to host regional congresses at principal towns and cities in south-east
England. Our turn came in 1898, and we hosted the Third Annual
Congress based at the then recently opened Croydon Town Hall in
nd
th
Katharine Street during the weekend of 2 – 4 June that year, occupying
the principal rooms.
It is of interest that amongst the presentations was a paper by one Charles
Dawson of Uckfield on ‘Ancient and Modern Deneholes and their makers’.
This was none other than Charles Dawson [1864 – 1916] of ‘Piltdown Man’
fame, who has in recent years been shown to have to his ‘credit’ numerous
archaeological and palaeontological forgeries, and ‘authorship’ of various
more or less plagiarised publications.
It is with some relief to discover that Dawson’s ‘deneholes’ paper can be
recognised as, possibly, his most original and trustworthy published work.
He summarised hitherto published descriptions of deneholes, now
regarded as medieval chalk mines especially numerous in Kent and Essex,
and interpretations of their original purpose. He pointed to similarities with
th
th
18 and 19 century mining for chalk for agricultural purposes, and thencurrent limestone mining in and around Brightling in East Sussex. His
conclusions are now generally accepted.
Deneholes are typically deep narrow shafts sunk through Thanet Sand into
the underlying chalk, communicating with, usually, three or more large
rock-cut chambers where the chalk has been removed. Our member Jim
Davison has interpreted collapse features in fields near Oaks Road as
surface manifestations of clusters of deneholes, although none have been
excavated or descended in modern times.
Dawson’s paper was published in two periodicals, with and without the
subsequent discussion.
DAWSON, Charles, 1898, Ancient and modern "dene holes" and their
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makers. Report Trans. South Eastern Union of Scientific Societies for
1898, 34 – 46 [Includes discussion by members of the Essex Field Club
and others]
DAWSON, Charles, 1898, Ancient and modern deneholes and their
makers. Geological Magazine 45, 293 – 302 + pl. xi [Discussion not
included]
Paul W Sowan

Tamworth Road: why Tamworth?
It has been suggested that Tamworth Road, running downhill from North
End to Pitlake, has its name from the fact that Croydon’s first mayor, in
1883, had been MP for Tamworth in Staffordshire. However, Tamworth
Road had been so-called on Roberts’ map of the town as early as 1847
when our first mayor was still a child. And Jabez Spencer Balfour [1843 –
1916], held the Tamworth seat only from 1880.
Before acquiring its name, the road had appeared simply as ‘Up the hill’ in
the 1839 ‘New valuation …
Tamworth Road commenced its existence as
the route through open land across which the
Croydon Canal Company built its tramway
connection from the canal basin at what is now
West Croydon to Pitlake near Reeves Corner in
Old Town. This short line seems at least in part
to have been worked by rope haulage, the middle part of what is now
Tamworth Road being rather steep for horses to pull waggons of chalk,
fullers’ earth, lime, stone, or timber uphill for transfer to canal boats. The
waterway opened for traffic in 1809, and the tramway up to two years later.
The site of the canal basin is now crossed by Station Road, West Croydon.
At Pitlake, the Canal Company’s tramway had junctions laid in with both the
Surrey Iron Railway (from Wandsworth) opened in 1803, and the Croydon,
Merstham & Godstone Iron Railway (from Merstham) opened in 1805.
When the Croydon Canal Company was purchased and closed by the
London & Croydon Railway Company in 1836 the tramway plate rails and
sleepers were taken up and disposed of. Its route became, by what
formalities is not clear, a public road. In 1839 it was referred to in the ‘New
valuation of Croydon‘ as ‘up the hill’, but by the time W. Roberts made his
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1847 plan of Croydon it had acquired the name Tamworth Road.
Suggestions made, therefore, that the new road name commemorated the
election of Jabez Spencer Balfour as MP for Tamworth in 1880 are erroneous.
The question ‘why Tamworth’ is answered by John Corbet Anderson [1827
– 1907] in one of his ms. notebooks held in Croydon’s archives at the
Museum of Croydon.
Anderson settled in Croydon in 1852 and
assiduously sought out and recorded, in words and drawings, a wealth of
archaeological, architectural, and historical details of the town.
In
particular, he was at pains to interview people who knew Croydon and
watched its development from much earlier in the century. Many of his
observations are of course included in his several illustrated books about
Croydon. Many others, unpublished, can be found in his notebooks. In
one of the two notebooks titled Volume II he recorded the late Parish Clerk,
one Walter Morton Wright, as owner of property at the lower end of what
became Tamworth Road. His father, he told Anderson, had been in the
Staffordshire Yeomanry, knew ‘the first Sir Robert Peel’, and suggested the
name for the new road.
The first Sir Robert Peel [1750 – 1830] was a Member of Parliament from
1790. His son, also Robert Peel [1788 – 1850] (later the second Sir
Robert Peel) has been described as the founder of the modern
Conservative Party, and served at first as Member of Parliament for Cashel
and later, from 1833 to his death in 1850, for Tamworth. As Home
Secretary in or about 1829 he established the Metropolitan Police (the
‘Peelers), and in 1835 his election manifesto (the Tamworth Manifesto)
accepted that the 1832 Reform Act (which as a Tory he had opposed)
could not be reversed, as this would have disenfranchised the newly
created constituencies such as Birmingham, Leeds, and Sheffield; and
restored Parliamentary representation to ‘rotten boroughs’ such as
Blechingley and Gatton. Peel was, briefly, Prime Minister, during the years
1834 – 35.
Ironically, perhaps, Jabez Spencer Balfour (a Liberal) was also elected MP
for Tamworth, thirty years after the death of Peel (a Tory).
Paul W Sowan

The day over 700 people turned up for one of our meetings
th

The 17 of February 1875 was rather a special occasion for our society.
Professor John Morris [1810 – 1886] had been engaged to deliver an
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illustrated lecture on the geology of Croydon. As a large attendance was
expected, a large hall at the public halls on the corner of George Street and
Wellesley Road was booked for the occasion, and tickets were issued to
members including several each to give to invited friends. A total of 710
persons attended, including 89 members and 621 friends. The lecture was
subsequently printed and published as a pamphlet of 27 pages with a
coloured geological map as frontispiece.
The following year a similar event featured Professor Thomas Rupert
Jones [1819 – 1911] who delivered a Lecture on the antiquity of man on 26
April 1876, attracting an audience of 78 members and 409 friends. This
lecture was also printed and published as a separate pamphlet.
MORRIS, John [1810 – 1886], [1875], Lecture on the geology of Croydon,
in relation to the geology of the London Basin and other localities.
Croydon: Frederick Baldiston: 27pp [incl. cold. fp. geol. map, appendix on
the Croydon Bourne, pages 24 – 26]
JONES, Thomas Rupert [1819 – 1911], 1877, Lecture on the antiquity of
man; illustrated by the contents of caves and relics of the cave-folk.
Delivered before the Members of the Croydon Microscopical Club, April
26th. 1876. Revised and augmented. London: John van Voorst: folded
plate fp + tp + (1) + 52pp;
Paul W Sowan

An Edwardian free newspaper: The Sanderstead and
South Croydon Review
The June 1907 issue of the Sanderstead & South Croydon Review (issue
6), an Edwardian equivalent to today’s Croydon Guardian free newspaper,
reported that 1907 was a sad year for Churchill Road, South Croydon. This
back street runs in a loop from Brighton Road, behind the back of St.
Augustine’s Church, and back to Brighton Road. In 1907 four families, all
living between 30 and 80 Churchill Road, suffered grievous losses.
Frederick Nowers, an altar server at St. Augustine’s Church, had been
killed on the railway, although the exact location and circumstances are not
given. The news item goes on to mention ‘little Ethel Sullivan, killed by a
motor car’ and ‘Mr. & Mrs. Beck and Mrs. Ryder’ although their fates are
not specified. But the dangers of motor traffic are addressed at some
length. The newspaper commented (citing the St. Augustine’s Parish
Magazine as its source) …
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… the Brighton Road at this point, especially in the long sweep between
the Red Deer and the Royal Oak, is a death trap. There is not a day
passes but a score of cars take this stretch of road like a flash. We hear of
the fatalities, but nothing of the narrow escapes. Of these there are more
than some fond parents imagine! Without holding any antediluvian
opinions on the subject of motor cars, it is perfectly monstrous that the
Brighton Road should be turned into a racing track which the inhabitants on
the route have to cross with the same pleasant feelings they might
experience when they cross the line of fire on a rifle range.
Of course, the sorts of motor cars driving ‘furiously’ along the Brighton
Road in 1907 are just those ‘old crocks’ we now watch chugging along
every November in the annual motor run to Brighton! And the 20 or so
such vehicles a day in 1907 were greatly outnumbered by horses and
carts. It is relatively well-known locally that Britain’s very first fatal road
accident victim was a Croydon resident. Mrs. Bridget Driscoll, aged 44, of
Old Town was killed during a motor car demonstration at the Crystal Palace
on 17 August 1896.
Ironically, perhaps, about seven years after 1907, Alban Crofts [1885 –
1957] from Somerset established his motor car coach building business on
the corner of Churchill Road and Brighton Road, the firm being continued
after his death by his son Louis until 1975. They did work for, amongst
others, Trojan cars. They were at 308 Brighton Road, on the corner of
Churchill Road, where there is now a petrol filling station.
We learn of the deaths of Mr. & Mrs. Richard Beck, of 30 Churchill Road,
from John Janaway’s book ‘Surrey Murders’.
It seems they were
accidentally poisoned with prussic acid (hydrogen cyanide) on 20 April
1907. They had helped themselves to some oatmeal stout from a bottle left
in the sitting room by their lodger, Reginald Parker. Parker had in fact been
the intended victim, as the adulterated beer had been left by his visitor,
Richard Brinkley, earlier that evening. Brinkley was tried and found guilty
of the murder of the Becks and attempted murder of Parker, and hanged on
13 August the same year.
What became of Mrs. Ryder I have yet to discover, although the context
suggests that she, too, died under the wheels of a car.
Interestingly, issue 6 of the Sanderstead & South Croydon Review may be
a very rare or even unique survival. Presumably there were at least five
previous issues, and perhaps several from issue 7 onwards, but Croydon’s
Local Studies Library doesn’t seem to have them, nor does the British
Library. The publisher appears to have been the printing business of F.M.
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Smith & Co. of 321 Brighton Road (telephone number 90!) The Society’s
copy of issue 6 may be a unique survival. If any more copies of this
ephemeral newspaper survive, they may turn up underneath some very old
lino in somebody’s kitchen!
Paul W Sowan

James Glaisher FRS [1809 – 1903]: An adventurous
Victorian and former resident of South Croydon
James Glaisher was born on 7 April 1809 at Rotherhithe and enjoyed a
distinguished career as an astronomer and meteorologist, being elected a
Fellow of the Royal Society in 1849. He was present at the inaugural
meeting of our own society in 1870, but although a local resident he did not
become a member. He lived in Heathfield Road.
On 5 September 1862, in the company of one Henry Tracey Coxwell [1819
– 1900] he made a world record ascent by balloon to an estimated altitude
of 37,000 feet (seven miles) with numerous scientific instruments, and was
lucky to return to earth alive! This event took place at the gasworks at
Wolverhampton, a site chosen for two reasons. Firstly, the works supplied
gas to fill the balloon; secondly, being inland, there was a reduced risk of
coming down in the sea.
Glaisher reported on this event in a letter to The Times on 10 September
1862. The following is based on John Blackwell’s short article in the
Newsletter of the Sussex Industrial Archaeology Society 156 (2013), 12 –
13 (Coxwell, who had been making ascents since 1844, retired to and died
at Seaford).
The temperature at ground level was 59° F but had dropped to 39° F a mile
up. Attempts to photograph clouds from above (with the photographic
technology of 1862) failed on account of the rapidity of the ascent. After 45
minutes they had reached an altitude of five miles, exceeding all previous
records, and the temperature had fallen to minus 2° F (34 degrees below
freezing point).
Then on upwards, circumstances became increasingly difficult. Glaisher
had more and more trouble reading instruments and making notes, and at
about five and three quarter miles he lost consciousness. Fortunately his
companion, before he suffered the same incapacity, managed to open the
gas release valve of the balloon to ensure a controlled descent. Had the
ascent continued, ever-decreasing external air pressure would have
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resulted in the balloon bursting, and an uncontrolled and fatally rapid return
to earth.
Astonishingly, Glaisher recovered consciousness on the way down and
resumed his scientific observations! After two and a half hours in the air,
the two men came back to earth seven miles away, near Ludlow.
Glaisher continued his distinguished career (earning an entry in the
Dictionary of National Biography), retired to live in South Croydon in 1874,
at which place he died on 7 February 1903.
Paul W Sowan

A railway oddity at Croydon
Here is a frank statement of ignorance and plea for members’ thoughts on
an odd feature of the railway cutting between East and South Croydon
Stations. The western fence line is as to be expected a more or less
straight line. The eastern boundary is not. It features an embayment,
deviating to include an apparently more than necessary part of the adjoining
Park Hill, formerly the deer park of the Archbishops of Canterbury at
Croydon Palace and, since 1887 a public park. This curious eastern railway
boundary is sufficiently pronounced to be shown on modern street maps,
and on the Ordnance Survey 1:25,000 sheet. It is not a modern feature. It
appears on W. Roberts’ 1847 plan of the Parish of Croydon, surveyed
within six years of the opening of the original two-track main Brighton line,
and may thus be an original feature of the Park Hill cutting as first made.
The London & Brighton Railway was opened here in 1841. Southwards
from East Croydon Station (at the time the Croydon (LBR) station of
course) the line was formed through the Park Hill Cutting, as far south as
what is now the Coombe Road overbridge. There was no South Croydon
Station until 1867.
The cutting accommodated at first two lines of rails, which ran along
between the sloping cutting sides. It now accommodates five lines of track,
although these seem to have been laid without any additional land-take, as
the sloping cutting sides have been replaced by not-quite-vertical brick
retaining walls. So the late 1830s fence-lines appear to be in 2018 exactly
as they were when the line opened in 1841. I would welcome members’
thoughts on why a straight line was not taken.
Paul W Sowan
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CROYDON NATURAL HISTORY and SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY LIMITED
Founded in 1870 as the Croydon Microscopical Club

Registered office: 96a Brighton Road, SOUTH CROYDON, CR2 6AD
SOCIETY OBJECTIVES
For the public benefit, to encourage the study of the sciences, especially
the natural and local history and archaeology of the Croydon area, by
organising lectures, members’ talks, discussions, exhibitions, field meetings
and surveys, by issuing publications, and by maintaining a library and a
museum.
The Society is concerned with original investigation,
investi
conservation, recording, curation, education, and incidental recreation.
MEETINGS
Unless otherwise stated, indoor meetings are held in the Small Hall of the
East Croydon United Reformed Church, Addiscombe Grove, almost
opposite East Croydon Station, at 19:45.
MUSEUM AND LIBRARY
The Society’s own museum and library may be visited by arrangement with
the curator and librarian respectively. Volunteers willing to help with
cataloguing the geological and archaeological
logical collection are welcome.
Members may borrow books from the library.
PROGRAMME
For further information and our full programme which includes a list of
publications and directory, please go to our website www.cnhss.co.uk
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Programme
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y
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Website

mailto: information@cnhss.co.uk
https://twitter.com/cnhssprogramme
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Croydon
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Croydon-NaturalHistory-Scientific-Society/106522816087133
Society/106522816087133
mailto: programme@cnhss.co.uk
mailto: bulletin@cnhss.co.uk
mailto: co-secretary@cnhss.co.uk
https://cnhss.co.uk

The Society’s emblem is based on a bronze openwork disc found in 1893
in a Saxon cemetery in Edridge Road, between Croydon High Street and
Park Lane. It is a rare example of a 5th- or 6th-century
entury girdle ornament or
amulet and can be seen at the Riesco Gallery of the Museum of Croydon.

