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AGENDA for the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

1. To accept and agree the minutes of the AGM of 15th August 2020 

The minutes are printed on page 3 of this Bulletin and are also available at cnhss.co.uk 

2. To receive, consider, and (if approved) to adopt the Directors’ Report, 
the Balance Sheet, the Statement of Accounts, and the Independent 
Examiner’s Report on the Accounts for the year 2020, all of which 
documents are included herewith 

3. To elect en bloc the President, the four Vice-Presidents, Hon. Curator, Hon. 
Editor, Hon. General Secretary, Hon. Librarian, Hon. Treasurer, and no 
fewer than five nor more than ten Ordinary Members of Council for 2021 / 
2022. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, quorum requirements for the AGM 
2021 are to be set aside. [Officers and Members of the Council are Directors 
of the Company under the Companies Acts, and Trustees of the Charity 
under the Charities Acts.  Nominations, which may be made only for and by 
fully paid up Ordinary, Life, or Honorary Members, should be sent to the 
Company Secretary at co-secretary@cnhss or posted to the Company 
Secretary at the Society’s Registered Office; each such nomination should 
be accompanied by a parallel email or parallel letter from the nominee 
certifying her or his willingness to stand for election; due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, valid nominations will be held over to a subsequent CNHSS 
General Meeting, however, Council may co-opt new members to Council at 
any regular meeting of Council; non-members, Associates, and Group 
Members may neither nominate nor be nominated.] 

4. To re-appoint Paul Merrick Williamson as Independent Examiner for 
2021 / 2022, and to authorise Council to fix his remuneration. 

 Ian G PAYNE 

Company Secretary & 

Charity Commission Contact 
   

   

Nominees for election are as follows:
President: Carole Roberts 
Vice Presidents: 
Celia Bailey,  John Hickman,   
Jane McLauchlin,  Ian Payne  

Hon. Curator: Christopher Taylor 
Hon. Editor: Brian Lancaster 
Hon. General Sec: Tony Skrzypczyk 
Hon. Librarian: Paul Sowan 
Hon. Treasurer: Brenda Hawkins

Ordinary Members of Council: Jim Bush, Pamela Buttrey,  
John Greig, Mark Tyson, Kenneth Woodhams  
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Minutes of the 149th Annual General Meeting 
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DIRECTORS’ REPORT FOR 2020 

The Directors present their report and financial statements for the year 
ended 31st December 2020.  The Society is one of the oldest cultural 
societies in Croydon and was incorporated on 14th November 1967, under 
the Companies Acts, as consolidated by the Companies Act 1985, as a 
company limited by guarantee and not having a share capital, registered in 
England (922278).  The Society is also registered in England as a charity 
(260739).  Unlike many similar societies established during the reign of 
Queen Victoria, it has survived two world wars and entered the 21st century 
with, again unusually, an uninterrupted publishing programme (since 1871) 
and an actively maintained library and museum. 

The Society traces its history continuously from the Croydon Microscopical 
Club (1870–1877), the Croydon Microscopical and Natural History Club 
(1877–1901), and the unincorporated Croydon Natural History and 
Scientific Society (1902–1967). 

The principal work of the Society is, for the public benefit, the 
encouragement of the study of the natural and local history and 
archaeology of the Croydon area, by organising lectures, members’ talks, 
discussions, exhibitions, field meetings and surveys, by issuing 
publications, by maintaining a library and a museum.  The Society is 
unusual in owning property, a library and museum in one of the outer 
London Boroughs, and continuing to maintain a vigorous publishing 
programme. 

From March 2020 the Society’s outreach programme was interrupted by 
the Covid-19 pandemic and the resulting lockdowns. Our plans for 
celebrating the Society’s 150th anniversary were postponed. On the actual 
anniversary 6th April 2020 a Members’ Page for sharing images and short 
articles was launched on the website. 

The Society’s aims were pursued, during the year, chiefly through our 
library accessions and information services, organising the exhibition 
Croydon through the lens of Charles Harrison Price based on the John 
Gent Collection of postcards, museum work, publishing programme and 
website.  The Society’s responsibilities as a charity to benefit the public at 
large are met by, for example, collecting and arranging for the publication 
of biological records (primarily botanical and entomological); publishing 
materials of local historical interest; allowing access for researchers to 
materials held in the Society’s library and museum; answering enquiries 
from members and the public; responding to consultations by Croydon 
Council and other bodies; during the early part of the year delivering 
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exhibitions, lectures and presentations for other organisations including 
charities, schools and libraries. 

There still appears to be no immediate prospect of the required enabling 
legislation coming into force which would allow the Society to change its 
legal status to that of Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) and 
thereby be required to submit only a single report and set of accounts.  It is 
noted, however, that since March 2013 it has been possible to form a new 
CIO. 

Following the virtual Annual General Meeting held in August 2020, various 
non-AGM elected posts were confirmed, various members were confirmed 
as section heads and appointments were made to the various committees.  
General members in addition to directors may be requested to stand on the 
Society’s committees.  Council meetings of the Directors of the Company, 
who are also Trustees of the Charity, were restricted by the pandemic and 
were held only three times in 2020 (indoors, outdoors and Zoom). The 
Register of Directors’ Interests is updated annually.  During 2020 there 
were no additional Director declarations of interest at any Council meetings. 

150TH ANNIVERSARY 
The committee met three times between January and March to finalise 
details of the anniversary celebrations. Events and their locations were 
finalised, and arrangements made for the opening event of 4th April 2020 at 
the Old Palace Croydon, and also for the AGM and event of 6th April, the 
anniversary date. Both these events and all of the special anniversary 
programme have had to be postponed due to Covid-19. 

MUSEUM 
The museum building, inside and out, is in very good condition. The year’s 
storms (most notably Ciara, Dennis and Bella) were weathered well, with 
no ingress of water or damage to the building structure.   

As in previous years, the Museum had planned to have its 2020 annual 
open day on the same day as the school’s summer fair with an extended 
format as part of the Society’s 150th Anniversary Celebrations. Regrettably, 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the school had to cancel its fair, originally 
planned for 28th June and the Museum followed suit with its open day. Last 
year over 200 visitors came to see our exhibits and talk about them with 
our on-site experts. It is hoped that this can take place in 2021. A bookstall 
and handling collection are planned and we expect to develop further 
thoughts on displays.  

For the same reason public talks by the curator could also not go ahead but 
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it is hoped these will recommence next year. However it is good to report 
that the curator was able to give talks via Zoom on prehistoric lithic 
implements to the Surrey Archaeological Society with the aid of artefacts 
from the museum. Five images of handaxes were shown during an hour’s 
talk given on Palaeolithic artefacts on 29th July and several Mesolithic 
artefacts were shown at a similar talk on 16th September.  

In the absence of talks in person, etc, various museum objects have been 
photographed to provide a small bank of images to be put on the Society’s 
website to maximise its public presence.  

During the year the Museum Manual was updated. This includes the 
Museum budget and full operational details on running the museum, its 
exhibits and stored objects. The Museum Manual and other stored CNHSS 
information was backed-up on the Museum’s external hard-drive, Seagate 
Backup Plus, model SRD00F1.  

Chubb Fire and Security Limited did the usual annual tests on the burglar 
alarm, fire alarm, and extinguishers. A new back-up battery was found 
necessary for the burglar alarm because its reading was 2.5 amp, the 
minimum required being 4.5. This cost £51.  

Vegetation that had grown and collected along the base of the building has 
been pruned and removed by the curator and school staff to ensure good 
air flow between the ground and the building’s floor base.  

The lease by which the Society occupies the land on which the Museum 
building stands is in the process of being renewed, having ended on 4 th 
June. The school operations manager has confirmed the school’s desire 
and firm intention to renew the lease and as at the end of December 2020 it 
is understood that the final draft is being processed by its solicitors.  

The Society has agreed with the school to contribute half of the legal 
expenses of renewing the lease. These are expected to be greater than 
usual because the lease needs to be re-drawn for the new lessor, the 
School Trust (instead of Croydon Council). The total costs are expected to 
be £1,750 and therefore £875 has been reserved in the 2020 accounts. 
The terms of renewal are: Lease rental £800 p.a. for 10 years to June 
2030.  

During 2019 Council discussed the subject of loans to other museums. The 
curator reported that there are nine objects presently on loan to the 
Museum of Croydon with their loan terms coming to an end in 2021. This 
will be discussed at meetings in 2021 accordingly. 
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PREMISES 
The Premises Committee was re-established in 2017 to take responsibility 
for the maintenance and repair of the Society’s Headquarters and Library 
building, and to ensure adequate storage of CNHSS publications, now and 
in the future.  The Committee met twice in 2020, once before the March 
Covid-19 lockdown and once in October when up to 6 people were allowed 
to meet outdoors.  

The annexe roof has been repaired following a leak, and otherwise only 
minor works have been required in 2020. Apart from the roof, costs have 
been minimal, and members of the committee have been resourceful with 
their expertise and repurposing of materials for weed suppression and 
draught-proofing. 

Appeal for Dry Storage Space: We have worked with our Publications 
Committee to ensure the safe and economic storage of our stock of 
publications, however, the Society’s Library is overflowing and various 
caches of books and magazines are being stored at a variety of temporary 
places – mostly peoples’ homes.  If you know of a suitable dry place, not 
necessarily free of charge, please let a member of Council know, or email 
publications@cnhss.co.uk 

LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES 
Due to Covid-19 only the Hon. Librarian has been able to work in our 
cramped library space. He has devoted one afternoon most weeks to 
continuing routine tasks including responding to enquiries, cataloguing, and 
weeding out duplicates.  As part of the ongoing 150th Anniversary of the 
Society, research has continued into our own holdings and at the British 
Library, concentrating on throwing light on our founders and our earliest 
years as the Croydon Microscopical Club. Also work has continued on 
documenting donations and loans to other libraries and museums who hold 
items in trust for CNHSS. 

The freehold Library building purchased in 1966 is no longer fit for purpose 
and there remains an urgent need for a larger building to satisfactorily 
accommodate the Society’s archives and library under one roof, and 
enable us to bring back those categories of materials that are currently 
dispersed. As well as a severely restricted working area there is minimal 
space for library users to consult materials. We aspire to a location with 
adequate provision for working space for cataloguing and organising 
holdings and for more easily accommodating visitors. The costs of the 
operation and upkeep of the buildings of our library and museum  prohibit 
us from taking a third building at present.  
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ENTOMOLOGY 
In normal times, the Entomology Section meets once a month on the third 
Wednesday, organised by Graham Collins and Jovita Kaunang. Meetings 
include talks, accompanied by photographs and video, on insects and other 
wildlife plus areas of particular local interest, along with natural history 
contributions such as biographies of naturalists, autecology, wildlife 
gardening and the exhibition of specimens. Displays of specialist literature 
and copies of the Surrey Wildlife Atlases, many written by section 
members, are available for purchase. 

Unfortunately no meetings were able to be held after February due to 
Covid-19. Contact Graham Collins at stigmella.aurella@tiscali.co.uk or 
020 8688 4539. 

ORNITHOLOGY 
The Ornithology Group has not been able to meet this past year due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. You can contact Mavis Barber on 020 8768 3984. 

 
The exhibition Croydon through the lens of Charles Harrison Price opened 
in the atrium of Croydon Clocktower on Saturday 1st February. It comprised 
49 mounted and framed images from the John Gent Postcard Collection 
by the Croydon High Street photographer, Charles Harrison Price 1870 – 
1946. The exhibition was sponsored by Museum of Croydon as part of its 
‘What’s Your Croydon?’ 2020 project of temporary exhibitions led by local 
artists, organisations and communities, and was held in conjunction with 
the Bourne Society. It was well received with over three hundred people 
signing the Visitors’ Book, many making very positive and complimentary 
comments.   
 
After 42 days the exhibition was temporarily closed as a result of the 
restrictions imposed due to coronavirus.  

VIRTUAL EXHIBITION FOR THE MUSEUM OF CROYDON 
In the first lockdown the curators of the John Gent Postcard Collection 
produced a webpage for the Museum of Croydon. This consisted of 32 
postcards from the collection, with accompanying descriptions.  
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MEETINGS 
The Society’s general and other meetings are, with our publications, the 
main activities of which the membership at large is most aware.  It is usual 
for the President to deliver an Address at the Annual General Meeting on a 
subject of his/her choosing. This was not possible in 2020 because the 
AGM was held virtually due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  We are particularly 
indebted to CNHSS Council members Brian Lancaster, Carole Roberts and 
Tony Skrzpcyck and the 150th Anniversary Committee who organised a full 
programme of excellent evening lectures for 2020 but these had to be 
cancelled after March.  Regular meetings are open to members and 
guests.  Neither the Entomology Section nor the Ornithological Group were 
able to meet after February due to the pandemic. Please see  ‘Entomology’ 
and ‘Ornithology’ headings for contact details. 

Books and other items, surplus to our requirements, would usually be 
offered to members at our indoor meetings in return for appropriate 
donations to be set against the cost of hiring the room and paying 
speakers’ expenses and fees.  This was not possible this year but to mark 
our 150th Anniversary, a choice of up to four of our past publications were 
offered free of charge and post free to all paid-up members. 

In past years, we have been extremely fortunate to have had a series of 
seasonal ‘Ecology’ walks led by Jane McLauchlin and Malcolm Jennings. 
Other walks have often been led by Paul Sowan and others. There was 
one Ecology walk in February 2020, but all later walks were cancelled due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Focus Meeting 
The Society usually holds a themed Focus Meeting in November with 
invitations to specialist speakers. Unfortunately, the 2020 Focus Meeting 
had to be cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

PUBLICATIONS 
Evacustes Phipson: His Life and Utopian Views and an Introduction to the 
Croydon Paintings was published as volume 21 part 1 of our Proceedings. 
The authors are John Hickman, Carole Roberts, John W. Brown and 
Stephen Williams. The date on the cover reflects the date of our 150 th 
anniversary in April but the issue was not actually published till the 
summer. It had not been published in the autumn of 2019 as intended, 
partly because the Museum of Croydon wanted to check that the cataloguing 
and other information for each painting in its collection conformed to its own 
requirements. The artwork and layout undertaken by Carole Roberts prior 
to going to the printer enabled a considerable saving of expenditure. 
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The two issues of Proceedings intended for the autumn of 2019 have had 
to be deferred because of Covid-19. One issue would have been about 
Croham Hurst, the other concentrating on 1870, the date of our foundation. 
The authors were unable to complete their research because of the 
lockdowns and shielding. 

Two Bulletins were published in Spring and Autumn.  Bulletins 168 and 169 
were in our usual bound format with coloured outer and inner covers and 
with many photographs/illustrations inside.  Issue 168 contained 64 pages / 
17 articles and issue 169 contained 80 pages / 14 articles.  The quality of 
the Bulletin is proving its worth – articles have been received from several 
members who have not previously submitted. 

Notices may be put in any issue of the bulletin and commonly deal with 
membership subscriptions and reminders.  The substantial issues contain 
articles on various topics that may be of interest to members.  The Bulletin 
is not only for referenced articles and members are welcome to submit 
shorter items or snippets of information, Society news and such like.  The 
Bulletin editor would be glad to receive suggestions from members or 
feedback on previous articles or extending the subject matter thereof – see 
contact details on the back cover. 

The Society is a member of ‘Publishers’ Licensing Services’ (PLS) and 
receives fees for the right to use extracts of our published materials. 

PUBLICITY AND WEBSITE 
The Society has a borough-wide and beyond outreach programme of talks 
normally available to libraries and other societies. 

Prior to the lockdown of March 2020 talks were delivered to Museum of 
Croydon (two talks), Shirley Townswomen’s Guild and St Mildred’s Literary 
Society. We continued to sell copies of John Gent’s book A View of 
Croydon after the talks. 

A special 150th anniversary edition of the normally twice-yearly printed 
programme was produced in March but had to be retracted due to the 
cancellation of events. 

The Society’s website holds the status of our events.  It also shows our 
directory, information about the Society and logo, the Society’s General 
Data Protection Regulations (GDPR), how to join and the titles of our 
publications – the books, and our most recent Proceedings and Bulletins. 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic there has been a greater emphasis on 
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online content. A new Members’ Page was launched on our 150th 
anniversary 6th April, being an informal page for members to contribute 
short articles and images. In July, web pages were developed to facilitate 
announcements and voting for our first virtual AGM. Zoom talks are now 
being prepared. 

CONSERVATION 
Activity of all organisations has been profoundly affected by the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

The Society has continued to be an active member of the Association of 
Croydon Conservation Societies (ACCS), the umbrella group for local 
organisations concerned with green spaces in Croydon.  We held one meeting 
as usual in early March, and a virtual meeting by Zoom in November.  

We continue in membership of the City of London’s West Wickham, Spring 
Park and Coulsdon Commons Consultation Group. Meetings were held in 
January (face-to-face) and September (by Zoom). 

We continue in membership of the Parks, Woodlands and Greenspaces 
Forum (Croydon Council), and one meeting was held by Zoom in 
December. At the time of this meeting there was no news on the effects of 
Croydon Council’s dire financial situation on the parks and green spaces. 

Some outdoor practical volunteering for other organisations has been able 
to continue during most of the year, when it is formally planned with a 
Covid-19 risk assessment and appropriate social distancing measures. We 
continue to provide volunteer contributions and expertise to two large 
Lottery-funded projects. The two-year TCV (The Conservation Volunteers) 
Ponds Project concluded in March with the outcomes of a programme of 
practical pond management work, and a biological recording programme 
leading to publication of the results as a scientific paper and a summary 
booklet.  The restoration of William Wilks’ Wilderness Garden in Shirley 
continued with contributions to local history, biological recording and 
practical conservation work.  

We held one Ecology walk in February, before the Covid-19 lockdown in 
March caused us to suspend the programme. 

AGM 2021 ONLINE VOTING AND AGM PAPERS 
Please cast your AGM vote online – see front cover for instructions or else go 
to www.cnhss.co.uk/members-page – password as on front cover. Following 
the AGM, papers will be available at www.cnhss.co.uk/members-page. 
For other information and contacts, please see back cover.  
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GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS (GDPR) 
The Society is a non-profit making organisation and as such is not 
registered under the GDPR.  However, the Society needs to keep personal 
information about its members to ensure the smooth running of the Society.  
This includes name and address and (if provided) telephone number(s) and 
email address.  The Society also keeps a record of the members’ 
subscription payments, including any Gift Aid donations. 

Any member may request a copy of the information that the Society holds 
about him or her: such requests should be made in writing to the Company 
Secretary, at the Society’s registered office (see front cover).  Please 
enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope. 

The Society implements its obligations under the GDPR by issuing the 
following Data Privacy Statement. 

Croydon Natural History and Scientific Society (CNHSS – The Society) 
Data Privacy Statement – July 2018 

The Society holds the following data on its Members: Name, Address, 
Telephone Number(s), Email Address, Membership type, Subscription 
record. 

Only Council Members, Trustees and Post Holders who require access to 
this personal data needed to carry out their role within the Society are 
provided with access to the data.  This includes mailings of CNHSS 
publications, maintaining membership and subscription records and contact 
details for finding volunteers for specific purposes. 

Information will not be shared with third parties without express permission 
from the member concerned. 

Ian Payne, Company Secretary 

REPRESENTATION ON OTHER BODIES 
The Society continues as a member of the Croydon Local Studies Forum, 
and is represented on the Association of Croydon Conservation Societies, 
the Croydon Parks, Woodlands and Green Spaces Forum, West Wickham, 
Spring Park and Coulsdon Commons Consultation Group, Friends of 
Farthing Downs & Happy Valley, Friends of Shirley Windmill, Mid-Croydon 
Conservation Area Advisory Panel, North Croydon Conservation Area 
Advisory Panel, London Archaeological Forum, London Geodiversity 
Partnership and the Council for British Archaeology. 
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FINANCE AND INSURANCE 
The Society's financial statements and balance sheet for the year, and the 
report of the Independent Examiner, accompany this report. 

The Finance Committee is responsible for: Scrutiny of annual accounts, 
Determination of Reserves Policy, Consideration of necessary transfers 
between funds, Consideration of cash flow and future expenditure 
affordability, Scrutiny of value of investments, Transfers of investments or 
re-investment of maturing monies. The committee reports and makes 
recommendations to CNHSS Council re all the above. 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Society’s programme of events has 
been deferred and the Society’s 2020 and 2021 AGMs are being 
conducted digitally and by post. However, it is considered that Covid-19 will 
have no long term effect on the finances or sustainability of the Society. 

The Society’s insurance requirements are reviewed annually in respect of 
buildings, contents and other liabilities including a sum of £10,000,000 in 
respect of public liability.    Ian Payne, Chairman Finance Committee 

MEMBERSHIP 
At 31 December 2020 there were 264 (269) members, of whom 159 (164) 
were ordinary, 22 (24) associate, 66 (63) life, 10 (10) group, and 7 (8) 
honorary members.  Figures in brackets are those for 31 December 2019.  
Three members were awarded a certificate to celebrate 50 years in 
membership (joined in 1970).  We regret to report the deaths of Mr Robert 
Goldsmith, Miss Mary Moore and Mr Arnold Shaw.  

We are pleased to note that we have 22 new members (13 in 2019), and 
we are grateful for the continued support of our existing members in a year 
when we had to suspend indoor and outdoor meetings. 

We are extremely grateful to those members who have signed a Gift Aid 
declaration, because CNHSS then benefits from some money that would 
otherwise have been paid in Income Tax.  We can only claim Gift Aid if you 
pay tax.  The Personal Tax Allowance increases each year, so if your 
circumstances change and you no longer pay tax, please let us know and 
we won't claim Gift Aid from your subscription. 

DIRECTORS AND SECRETARY 
During the year the Directors have been C.E. Bailey (Vice President – VP), 
J Bush, P. Buttrey, Dr J.B. Greig, B.J. Hawkins (Hon. Treasurer), 
J.I. Hickman (VP), B. Lancaster (Hon. Editor), Dr J. McLauchlin (VP), 
I.G. Payne (VP & Company Secretary), C.A. Roberts (President), 
A. Skrzypczyk (Hon. General Secretary), P.W. Sowan (Hon. Librarian), 
C.J.W. Taylor (Hon. Curator), M.A. Tyson and K.E. Woodhams. 

Ian G Payne / Company Secretary on behalf of the Directors and Charity 
Trustees ___________________________  
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Croydon Natural History and Scientific Society Limited 
(A Company Limited by Guarantee Without Share Capital) 

Financial Statements 
For the Year Ended 31st December 2020 

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S REPORT 
Report to the directors, who are also the trustees, of Croydon Natural History 
& Scientific Society (Charity Number 260739; Company Number 922278) 

I report to the charity’s directors on my examination of the accounts of the 
Company for the year ended 31st December 2020, as set out on Accounts pp 2 to 6. 

Responsibilities and basis of report 
As the charity’s directors and trustees of the Company you are responsible for 
the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the 
Companies Act 2006 (“the 2006 Act”). 

Having satisfied myself that the accounts of the Company are not required to 
be audited for this year under Part 16 of the 2006 Act and are eligible for 
independent examination, I report in respect of my examination of your charity’s 
accounts as carried out under section 145 of the Charities Act 2011 (“the 2011 
Act”).  In carrying out my examination, I have followed the Directions given by 
the Charity Commission (under section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act. 

Independent examiner's statement 
I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have 
come to my attention which give me cause to believe that: 
● accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 386 of the 

Companies Act 2006; or 
● the accounts do not accord with such records; or 
● the accounts do not comply with relevant accounting requirements under 

section 396 of the Companies Act 2006 other than any requirement that the 
accounts give a ‘true and fair’ view which is not a matter considered as part 
of an independent examination; or 

● the accounts have not been prepared in accordance with the Charities 
SORP (FRS102). 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with 
the examination to which attention should be drawn in this report in order to 
enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

 

Signed……………………….                        Date……………………. 

Paul Merrick Williamson 
MA (Cantab) ACA 2 Milne Park East 
Member of the Institute of Chartered  New Addington 
Accountants in England and Wales Surrey CR0 0BA  

21st March 2021 
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Croydon Natural History and Scientific Society Limited 
(A Company Limited by Guarantee Without Share Capital) 

 
Income and Expenditure Account 

For The Year Ended 31st December 2020 
 

 Notes 2020 Fund 2019 
Income     
         £        £ 
Investment income         4,344  ⅓G=B=F 5,967 
Interest income            208  ⅓G=B=F 249 
Subscriptions         4,023  General 3,500 
Donations and Grants         1,050  General 1,875 
Book sales            347  Fagg 638 
Library              General 541 
Sundry receipts                General 50 
Exhibition Grant  5,000 General  
Unpresented cheques              General 106 
Gift Aid [2]   General  
Lectures            200  General 148 
Royalties   649  Fagg 520 

  15,821  13,594 
      

Expenditure      
  £  £ 
Website and computer sundries        159  General 273 
Meetings      686  General 2,569 
Postage and telephone        1,467  General 643 
Printing and stationery        340  General 116 
Rates and rent        920  Bennett 932 
Electricity        1,223  Bennett 930 
Depreciation        84  General 112 
Collections          Fagg 263 
Repairs and Renewals      1,314 Bennett 2,181 
Proceedings [3]     –286  Fagg 2,000 
Subscriptions        310  General    348 
Professional fees   875      General           100 
Bank charges         General           153 
Accountant’s remuneration        280  General          280 
Insurance      1,420  General         1,797 
Programmes        395  General          650 
Bulletins      1,052  General        1,059 
Exhibitions          5,031  General             10 
Stock write down                   Fagg  
Bad debts                  Fagg  
Donations   100               General   

        15,370  14,416 

      
Excess of income over expenditure 451  –822 
    
    
    
Fund Balances     
  2020  2019 
Balance at 1st January 2020  £151,650  £152,472 
Excess of income over expenditure  451   –822 
Balance at 31st December 2020 £152,101  £151,650 
of which General Fund £58,612  £59.020 
of which Bennett Fund £54,863  £56,803 
of which Fagg Fund £38,626  £35,827 
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Croydon Natural History and Scientific Society Limited 
(A Company Limited by Guarantee Without Share Capital) 

Balance Sheet at 31 December 2020 
 

Notes  2020  2019 
  £   £ 
Fixed Assets [5] 1,297  1,381 

    
Current Assets    

Stocks 2,000  2,000 
Debtors 252  347 
Investments [6] 59,638  106,849 
Bank and cash [7] 96,956  44,286 

     

 158,846  153,482 

    

Other creditors [8] –8,042  –3,213 

    
Net current assets 150,804  150,269 

    
Total assets less current liabilities 152,101  151,650 

    

    

NET ASSETS £152,101  £151,650 

    

Financed by    
General Fund 58,612  59,020 
Bennett Memorial Fund 54,863  56,803 
C C Fagg Memorial Fund 38,626  35,827 

    

 £152,101  £151,650 
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No. 170, March 2021 

Croydon Natural History and Scientific Society Limited 
(A Company Limited by Guarantee Without Share Capital) 

 
Balance Sheet at 31 December 2020 (continued) 

 
The company is entitled to exemption from audit under section 477 of the 
Companies Act 2006 for the year ended 31st December 2020 
 
The members have not required the company to obtain an audit of its 
financial statements for the year ended 31st December 2020 in accordance 
with section 476 of the Companies Act 2006 
 

The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for ensuring that: 
 

i. the company keeps accounting records which comply with sections 
386 and 387 of the Companies Act 2006; and 

 

ii. preparing financial statements which give a true and fair view of the 
state of affairs of the company as at 31st December 2020 and of its 
income and expenditure account for the year then ended in 
accordance with the requirements of sections 394 and 395 and 
which otherwise comply with the requirements of the Companies 
Act 2006 relating to financial statements, so far as applicable to the 
company. 

 

These financial statements have been approved by the Board. 
 
 
Treasurer ............................................................... B.J. Hawkins 
 
 
 
 
Company Secretary ............................................... I.G. Payne 

 
 

02 March 2021. 
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Croydon Natural History and Scientific Society Limited 
(A Company Limited by Guarantee Without Share Capital) 

 
Notes to the Accounts 

 
 
1. Accounting Policies 
The accounts have been prepared under the historical cost convention and 
in accordance with: Statement of Recommended Practice: Accounting and 
Reporting by Charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial 
Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102), 
SORP FRS102, the Charities Act 2011 and the Companies Act 2006. 
  

Depreciation 
Depreciation is calculated to spread the cost of the following assets over 
their estimated useful lives at the following rates: 

Furniture and equipment  25% per annum of written down value 
Computer equipment 25% per annum of purchase value 

  

Stocks and Investments 
Stocks and investments are stated at the lower of cost and net realisable 
value. 
  

2. Gift Aid 
Gift Aid has yet to be claimed for the years ending 31 December 2018 and 
31 December 2019. The deadlines for making these claims are 31 
December 2022 and 31 December 2023 respectively. 
 
3. ‘Proceedings’ Expenses 
The ‘Proceedings’ figure for 2020 represents an overprovision made in the 
2019 accounts. 
 
4. Related Party Transactions 
Where it has proved difficult for the Society to make prompt one-off 
payments, some expenses have been paid online by individual trustees. All 
such expenses have subsequently been reimbursed upon proof of 
payment. 
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No. 170, March 2021 

Notes to the Accounts (continued) 
 
5. Fixed Assets Freehold 96a 

Brighton Road 
Furniture and 

Equipment  Total 
At cost Jan 1  1,046 14,011  15,057 
Additions     

At cost Dec 31 1,046 14,011  15,057 
     
Depreciation at 
January 1 

 
0 13,676  13,676 

Charge for year 
2020 

 
0 84  84 

At 31 Dec 2020 0 13,760  13,760 

Net Book Value: 
 31 Dec 2020 £1,046 £251  £1,297 
 31 Dec 2019 £1,046 £335  £1,381 
The freehold premises are stated at cost as, in the directors’ opinion, 
market value would not be appropriate. 

 
6.  Investments Market value Cost Cost 
 2020 2020 2019 
19913 M & G Charibond 24,986 25,000 25,000 
35222 Charifund units 53,336 29,638 24,638 
52355 4.75% Treasury Stock 2020   52,211 
National Savings Bond 5,000 5,000 5,000 

 £83,322 £59,638 £106,849 

The 4.75% Treasury Stock 2020 matured in March 2020. 
An additional £5,000 was invested in 364 Charifund units on 31 December 2020. 
 
7. Cash at bank 2020 2019  
Santander deposit account 31,880 31,729  
Bank current account 63,736 11,218  
Bank deposit account 1,340 1,339  
Cash    

 £96,956 £44,286  

 
8. Creditors: amounts falling due within one year 
 2020 2019  
Subscriptions in advance 672 830  
Sundry creditors 7,370 2,383  

 £8,042 £3,213  

Creditors include £5,000 invested in Charifund units but not paid for at  
31 December 2020. 

Accounts – page 6 



20 

CNHSS Bulletin 

 
 

Large Print Copy 

If any member wishes to have a large print copy of 
the documents in this issue of the Bulletin would they 
please contact the Company Secretary at Croydon 
Natural History and Scientific Society Ltd, 96a 
Brighton Road, South Croydon, CR2 6AD or email 
co-secretary@cnhss.co.uk or phone 01737 554449. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bulletin Editor: Ian G Payne, c/o registered office; bulletin@cnhss.co.uk 

Contacts 

Information mailto: information@cnhss.co.uk 

Twitter https://twitter.com/cnhssprogramme 

Facebook http://www.facebook.com/pages/Croydon-Natural- 

 History-Scientific-Society/106522816087133 

Programme mailto: programme@cnhss.co.uk 

Bulletin mailto: bulletin@cnhss.co.uk 

Company Sec. mailto: co-secretary@cnhss.co.uk 

Website https://cnhss.co.uk 
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